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The Master’s Mission Statement

The Master will set the standard and provide proper instruction to enable the Brethren to apply the Square and Compasses of the duly recognized but often forgotten Principles to the incidents of their own everyday Masonic lives, and with their aid to produce a Perfect Ashlar which may in turn be of service to the less experienced Craftsmen as a faithful and reliable guide and model. Keith Luck, Master

POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE
[The EA lecture gives an esoteric explanation of this symbol within the two parallel lines representing the Sts. John, not in their theological significance but in their sense as a calendar, the days named after the Saints themselves, are denoted. Since those days were the two extremes of the year, the sun is represented as swinging in its circuit between them. The two days are, therefore, the limits of the circle as set between the lines. Hence, it is a symbol of control of conduct.

This was not always its symbolic signification. The phallus of the Ancient Mysteries was the symbol of the male generative principle. Circular temples and stone circles such as Stonehenge had a single stone erected in the center. Those in Egypt, India, and among the Druids represented generation. Also, from the earliest dawn of history a simple closed figure has been man's symbol for Deity - the Circle for some peoples, the triangle for others, either figure with a central point for still others.

When man conceived that there was but one God, rather than innumerable special deities, and attempted to picture that conception of unity, the only thing he could do was to make a point. When he conceived that God was eternal, without beginning and without ending, the only appropriate picture he could draw was the circle, which goes around and around forever. When he conceived that the Master Builder was a God of righteousness he drew the vertical parallel lines. So, in the larger sense, this symbol stands for unity, the eternal life and the righteousness of God.

Some interpret in Masonry that the Lodge represents the world or the universe, and the Master and Wardens within it represent the sun in three positions. The Master and Wardens are symbols of the sun, the Lodge of the Universe, or world, just as the point is the symbol of the same sun, and the surrounding circle of the universe.

Others suggest that this Masonic symbol refers to the circuits or circumambulation of the initiate about the sacred altar, which supports a central point, while the Brethren stand in two parallel lines.] Author unknown

From the East:
Ambition
In our Apron Lecture of the First Degree we invoke the concept of Ambition to the candidate.  This Ambition is not for fame or fortune, but is that which should be applied to his personal and professional growth in Freemasonry.  Ambition is therefore both honorable and proper in every brother. 

But like any passion, Ambition has two faces.  This Ambition, so praiseworthy when exercised within its due bounds, is too often indulged in by brethren who have lost sight of its purpose.  The possession and exercise of authority should be lauded when rendered for the good of the Order.  But when the Ambition is for the office than for the qualification to exercise it with honor, the Order necessarily suffers.  

When a lodge uses step up or pro tem officers for ritual, this ambition to excel is seen in those brethren who are willing and prepared to fill the station or place as directed.  But those brethren who feel they deserve to be advanced without properly applying themselves, who are not adept in all offices because it is their “turn” or they have done so much in “other” things for the lodge that they are exhibiting that ambition which is centered on their own passions.  They have lost their way.

There are several reasons that this misunderstanding of Ambition in Freemasonry exists.  All the way in one day, continuation days, and advancing brethren to a Warden station without attaining a Master Mason Proficiency have contributed to the attitude of entitlement amongst the Brotherhood.

Freemasonry cannot afford to be complacent any longer.  Our society is changing so rapidly that our Order may soon only exist within the individual Mason, the instructive tongue, attentive ear and faithful heart.  Keith Luck, Master

From the Secretary’s desk: Freemasonry is not a religion or a charitable organization
By John W. Taylor, PM5x

Freemasonry is not a religion although it has and practices ritual. The result of the ritual is the Masonic experience. The Masonic experience is an epiphany; and, an epiphany is a sublime revelation.

The Masonic epiphany is not a religious experience. Freemasonry teaches us to seek our religious experience in the religion of our individual choice. Without that choice we could not practice Brotherly love, which is one of our main tenets, for,” By the exercise of Brotherly love we are taught to regard the whole human species as one family… On this principle Freemasonry unites men of every country, sect and opinion”. 

To say that the term Freemasonry should become synonymous with Christian charity suggests that Freemasonry should adapt to Christianity. As Freemasons we cannot favor one religion over another or adopt one religion at the exclusion of all others.

Rudyard Kipling mentions in his Masonic writings that at one time in his Lodge there were seven holy books on the Altar; a holy book representing each of seven different religions.

There are seven cardinal virtues which Freemasonry recognizes; Faith, Hope and Charity; Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice. I am confidant that all religions practice all those virtues and especially charity.

To say that “Freemasonry takes a good man and makes him better” is not exactly true; no one can make anything out of anybody. Freemasonry takes a good man and through its rituals, symbolism and allegories shows him a way, a path, (a self help program, if you will), by which he can improve himself and make himself a better man. If he experiences a Masonic epiphany and adapts to the tenets and principles of Freemasonry (Freemasonry will not adapt to him) he will become a better man and practice charity among all the other virtues taught in the Masonic ritual.

Coming events:
November 7

  9:00 AM 
Practice*

November 14
  9:00 AM 
Stated**

November 21
  9:00 AM
Practice*
November 28
  9:00 AM
Stated**
December 5

11:00 AM
Special***

*Kauphy and donuts at 8:00 AM

** Breakfast at 8:00 AM

*** Luncheon at 11:30; install officers afterwards.
E-Mail Address:

Please send your e-mail address to the worshipful Master or the Secretary and I will send the newsletter to that address so we can save the Lodge the cost of paper and postage. Visit our web site:

www.zianet.com/ae4w/dad78/
