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Experience

“Go with a guide,” they told me. “You’ll get more
out of the experience with someone who really
knows the place—someone who lives there.” Good
advice—even when the exploration is of a past era
and between the covers of a book!

Featured This Month:

George Curry—1861-1947 An Autobiography
Edited by H. B. Hening

The best history, I believe, is written by the people
who lived it. George Curry participated in New
Mexico's tumultuous transition from a violent frontier
territory to a progressive, civilized state. He was
born in 1861 in Louisiana and spent his early
boyhood amidst the post-Civil-War chaos. At age
nine, he saw his father gunned down, allegedly
because of involvement in Ku Klux Klan. Seeking a
new life, his mother moved to Dodge City, where
George worked as a clerk and messenger in a general
store. He was home-schooled by his mother—his
only "formal" education. On one of his assignments,
he arrived at the Adobe Walls Trading Post in the
Texas panhandle just two days after the famous
Battle of Adobe Walls. He heard the story of that
fight first hand from the men who were there

His mother died when he was a teenager, and, being
the eldest, he took charge of the family, moving to
Lincoln County, New Mexico in 1879, shortly after
the last battle of the Lincoln County War. He tells
that story also from first hand accounts of combatants
on both sides. He seemed to be drawn to conflict. He
was present at a courthouse riot in Springer, New
Mexico, where his brother was killed and he was
arrested on a variety of counts, including
manslaughter. He ultimately paid a fine of five
dollars. He served as county clerk and, later, sheriff
of Lincoln County, when feelings still ran high and
rustling was rampant. He was commissioned as a
lieutenant in Roosevelt's Rough Riders, but was
assigned to handle supplies at home rather than fight
in Cuba after losing a coin flip. He did see action in

Captain George Curry and sons

the Philippines and later served as civilian governor
of three Philippine provinces, as well as chief of
police in Manila. The administrative abilities he
demonstrated in the Philippines led Theodore
Roosevelt to appoint him to the position of Territorial
Governor of New Mexico in 1907, where he
immediately campaigned for independent statehood
of New Mexico and Arizona. Curry remained in
public office throughout most of his long life.
Among his acquaintances were Pat Garrett, Oliver
Lee, Albert Fall, and W. S. Hopewell. His
characterization of these and a host of other early
New Mexico citizens provide deep insights into the
not always nice realities of national and territorial
politics. On three occasions during his lifetime, he
read his own obituary in newspapers. In later life he
served as the New Mexico State Historian. For a
short time, he owned a home in Kingston. He died in
1947 at age 87, having lived from the end of the Civil
War to the beginning of the Atomic Age.

The book is a reminiscence written late in Curry's
life. T suspect others would remember people and
events differently. Nonetheless, this is an interesting
and readable account of events and players in a
seminal time in our state.

Reviewed by Harley Sh
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New At the Library

Audio Books
False Impression by Jeffrey Archer

Fiction
Hiss, Whine & Start Over by Jane Mahlow, DVM
Surfacing by Margaret Atwood
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
The Road by Cormac McCarthy
The Winds of War by Herman Wouk

Mysteries
Spare Change, by Robert B. Parker
Track of the Cat by Nevada Barr
Fear Nothing by Dean Koontz
T is for Trespass by Sue Grafton

Classics
Pavilion of Women by Pearl S. Buck
The Patriot by Pearl S Buck
As I lay dying. by William Faulkner
Go down, Moses. by William Faulkner
Sanctuary by William Faulkner
Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Wyss
Call of the Wild by Jack London
To Build a Fire and Other Stories by Jack London
Heart of Darkness (Authoritative Text, Backgrounds
and Sources, Criticismby Joseph Conrad
A Lost Lady by Willa Cather

Films
Bad manners ... Restaurant

Juvenile
The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog
Further Adventures of Hand the Cowdog by John
Erickson

For a complete listing of Library materials,
visit our website:
http://www.zianet.com/hbolib

Special Events:

Saturday, May 3-- Bake Sale -10:30am -12:30pm
Our Book Give-Away program is expanding!
Books will available at the monthly bake sales.

Saturday, May 17, 2008

Hillsboro Historic Home & Garden Tour
In conjunction with

Hillsboro Heritage Days
Music Festival and Silent Auction

Notes from the Board:

The FOL and HCL Boards are now combined and
looking forward to continuing the Library’s tradition
of service to the community under its new re-
organization.

Our annual membership drive continues! If you
haven’t re-upped yet, please send your dues to the
Library at the address below.

Library Hours:

Sunday & Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday: 6:30pm — 8:30pm
Wednesday: 1:00pm — 4:00pm
Thursday: 6:30pm—8:30pm
Friday: 10:00am — 1:00pm
Saturday 10:00am—2:00pm

Bookmobile:
Hillsboro, Wed. April 23 - 9:00am-1:15pm
Kingston, Mon. April 21 —9:45am-11:00am
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