A Trip Abroad

Sometimes it is not a travelogue but a well-crafted work of
fiction that can take us worlds away to exotic countries and
foreign experiences, which if the author is truly talented, can
lead us to universal truths about all people no matter the country
or culture.

Featured This Month:
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

The Kite Runneris a narrative told by Amir, the only son of a
wealthy Pashtun, Sunni Muslim. The tale begins in Afghanistan
in the 1970s and culminates in 2002 as the United States begins
its war against the Taliban.

It is the tale of two sons, close in age, Amir and his childhood
friend Hassan. Hassan is the son of Amir’s loyal servant and a
Shi’a Muslim and ethnic Hazara.

Religious intolerance and the Afghan rigid class system play
an important role in the tale. Hassan, as an Hazara, is often
bullied and ridiculed. He truly loves Amir as a brother and even
says he would do anything for him. Amir is a friend to Hassan
only when no others are around, and although Amir often comes
to Hassan’s defense, it is the act of not defending Hassan at a
most crucial moment that replays in Amir’s memory for the rest
of his life. That act of cowardice leaves Amir unable to face
Hassan and through deception convinces his father to fire his
servants and send them away. Shortly thereafter comes the
Soviets invasion, and Amir and his father are smuggled out of
Afghanistan never to see Hassan again.

Amir and his father settle in northern California, their lives
completely changed from wealth and privilege to weekend flea
market vendors. Years pass. Amir marries, he loses his father to
cancer, and he publishes his first novel. All the while he
remembers Hassan and the horrible secret of his cowardice he
harbors. Then, one day, a call from an old friend of his father’s
gives him the chance to redeem himself. The only message is
“Come. There is a way to be good again.” He realizes his
cowardice and deception were never a secret. He travels to
Pakistan to meet with his father’s old friend.

Arriving in Pakistan he learnsof Hassan’s life, marriage, and
his continuing fondness of Amir. He is told of Hassan’s
execution by the Taliban that has left his only son, Sohrab, in an
Afghan orphanage. He travels to Afghanistan and in his struggle
to find and save Sohrab, faces his own death at the hands of the
Taliban.

Don’t read The Kite Runner because it spent months as
number one on the NY Times best seller list, sold over a million
copies, or was made into a movie. Read it to discover Hosseini’s
ability to convey the cold of winter, the crunch of snow under
foot, the smells of the market place and the roar of a crowd.
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He will make you hear, feel, taste, and smell Kabul as it was in
a time of the monarchy with its class discriminations, yes, but
still peaceful. Read it to open your eyes to the cruelty of a
class-oriented society and how easily that hatred was
transformed into a society controlled by the likes of the Taliban.
Reviewed by Robbin Brodsky

New At the Library
Films (on CD)
Man of la Mancha...Runaway Jury...Pride and Prejudice

Notes from the Board:
* The Bullocks receipt program ends on July 31.
donate your receipt for a 2% rebate for the Library.
¢ The Silver City Bookmobile office is closing, but our area
will continue to be served from a new location according to
the State Library. Schedules are being developed, and
Bookmobile visits will resume in August.
* A big thank-you to all who helped make Hillsboro
Heritage Days and the House Tour such a success, and special
thanks to Melody Sears, Betty Reynolds, and Kathy Lovell for
their donations on behalf of the Library to the Silent Auction.
¢ The Library is looking for volunteers to fill unstaffed
hours. Enjoy the Library from the comfort of the check-out
desk! Contact Steve Siegfried.
*  On vacation—No Bake Sale in July

Please

For a complete listing of Library materials,visit our website:
http://www.zianet.com/hbolib

Library Hours:
Sunday & Monday: CLOSED Tuesday: 6:30 — 8:30pm
Wednesday: 1:00 — 4:00pm  Thursday: 6:30-8:30pm
Fridav: 10:00am — 1:00om  Saturdav 10:00am—2:00pm
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