October From the Pastor
Newsletter

October 31 is not just Halloween, it is also the day that Martin Luther nailed
his 95 Theses on the door of the Wittenberg Church. It was an innocent enough ac-
tion; that was how you posted something that you wanted to discuss during that age.
It was their form of Facebook. However, it sparked a Reformation that continues to
this day.

Even in the midst of all that reforming, there have been some constants. We
are a church of grace; a free gift of forgiveness and love that comes from God to us,
His children. We are a church that believes in God’s faithful love for us and all His
creation. We are a people that receives that grace through the means of the Sacra-
ments of Baptism and Holy Communion. These things will never change. Here we
stand, we can do no other!

However, many things save changed. At one time, not so long ago, only
those who were confirmed could come to the table and receive Christ. We withheld
the Sacrament from our children. We told them, “Jesus is only for adults. Since you
can’t understand what its about, you can’t receive His forgiveness or His love.” The
Reformation continued.

Not so long ago, only men could hold positions of authority in the Church.
But after much debate and not so few tears, we finally came to the conclusion that
the good news of Jesus Christ is too important and such a treasure that it should not
be held in the hands of only half of the believers in that Word. The Reformation con-
tinued.

It hasn’t been that many years ago that churches were built so that you had to
climb seven steps (the perfect number) to enter the sanctuary. We, like King David,
basically said, “all those who are blind, lame or unhealthy are not welcome into the
Lord’s House.” However, we came to realize that we were wrong to exclude so
many from the fellowship of Christ. We began to build our churches on one level or
put in ramps and elevators. The Reformation continued.

The Reformation has not stopped. At our last assembly, we voted over-
whelmingly to be in full Communion with our Methodist brothers and sisters. And
so now, in addition with the United Methodist Church we are in Full Communion
with: The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A), the United Church of Christ, The Episcopal
Church (U.S.A) The Moravian Church (U.S.A) and the Reformed Church in Amer-
ica. (full communion is when two churches develop a relationship based on a com-
mon confessing of the Christian faith and a mutual recognition of baptism and shar-
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COUNCIL PRESIDENTS REPORT

QUESTION OF THE WEEK UPDATE:

So, what came out of the Questions of the Week that were in the Sunday Bulletin during July & August? Well are the
results:

Social Set: Though not overwhelming in number, every response we got was positive. In response, the outing to the Fly-
ing J Chuck Wagon was held on Aug 9™, the annual picnic is scheduled for Sept 27™, and tentative plans are being made
for a progressive dinner in late Oct or early Nov assuming we get enough homes to host the different meal courses. If
you are willing to play host, contact the church office or Bob Skaar: 434-0005; rskaar2(@juno.com

Domestic Volunteers:

There were only 6 responses to this question with two people interested in helping, which is not enough. The program
has merit and we will try to revisit this idea over the winter.

Church Picnic or Block Party:

With 14 responses, 8 favored a church (congregation) picnic; 1 favored a block party; 3 favored a combined church pic-
nic/ block party; 1 wanted nothing; and 1 didn’t know. The Annual Picnic will be held on the church lawn on Sunday
Sept 27"

Helping Hands non-food support:

With four responses, 3 expressed a willingness to donate non-food items. The Helping Hands coordinator will monitor
the need and may request donations in the future.

Church Kitchen remodel/upgrade:

There were 12 responses with a majority of 9 favoring working within the existing space. Prior to finding out he was
being deployed to Afghanistan, Council President Jay Isbel was planning on having an open forum on this issue. We are
now looking at having that forum in the latter half of October or early November. An exact date and time will be set at
the October Council Meeting

Respectfully Submitted,

Bob Skaar, Interim Church Council President

COFFEE WITH THE GALS

Coffee with the Gals is not just coffee with the gals. Under the creative leadership
of Grace Larson this plucky little group meets the 1st Saturday of every month Oc-
tober thru April, gam-11am. We do crafts for shut-ins from our church and the Sen-
ior Center meals on wheels recipients - and of course the coffee pot is on.

All are welcome.

BLESSING OF AMINALS SERVICE

In commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, on October 4th there will be a blessing of animals
service on the lawn at 2:15pm. All creatures, great and small welcome.

Our Savior is currently in search of a new secretary.
Three hours daily, Monday-Friday, in the office.
Knowledge of computer software a must.
Applications may be picked up in the office or emailed.
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Celebrations

ANNIVERSARIES

Grace Larson 10/2 Ed & Shelly Morse 10/3

Nicki Swanson 10/2 Brad & Sue Bowman 10/14
B Aimee Freeman 10/3 Skip & Maranatha Strawderman 10/15

Carl Gebhardt 10/3
I Nicholas ward 10/3 BAPTISMS

ViHenke 10/4 Marj Morton 10/2
R Diane Isbel 10/5 Jason Hyland 1013

Diane Bernicke 10/6 Joanne Gronewold 10/5
T Mareka Pigrum 1077 Lorraine Hutchings 10/5

Lily Bradley 10/8 Sue Gronewold 10/6
H Tiffiny Dickey 10/9 Carly Spann 10/11

Jack Hedrick 10/10 Aubrianna Suggs 10/11
D D?n'el Soule 10/10 Dianne Stewart 10/12

Mickey McBride 10/12 Christopher Suggs 10/12
A Jennifer Hyland 10/15 Robert Davis 10/19

Judie Strawderman 10/17 Rachel Rath 10/24

Dakota Suggs 10/18 Paula Van Duyn 10/24
Y Jackie DeHart 10/19

Cooper Henderson 10/19 CONFIRMATIONS
S Arian Lame610/19

Linda Campbell 10/20 Carl Gebhardt 10/18

Martin Stewart 10/21 Aimee Freeman  10/26

Nellie Baker 10/22 Chap Wilkinson 10/26

Ray Fritzen 10/23 Steve Dean 10/30

Janelle Hernandez 10/24 Carolyn Ford 10/31

Syaam Peck 10/26

Warren Bunker 10/28 Last Mont hos

Paul Conley 10/29

Helgie Craig 10/29 August 30: $3,162.60

David Skaar 10/29 September 6: $3,220.00

Debbie Wilkinson 10/29 13: $1,305.12

Nancy Branch 10/30

20: $1,129.00
Thi s Mont hés Secr

pture

Counter Schedule:

October:

Open
November:
Rod Westphal

Steve-Dean

Dion Kidd-Johnson

October:

Bob & Marcia Skaar

November:

Jennifer Henderson

Diane Isbel .
Read.i

l

Last Monthés Attend
Sunday
8:00  10:30  School
August 30 105
September 6: 85
13: 48 50 16
20: 49 54 10

of f e Altar <Guild Schedule

.

ngs

1st Sunday - 4th

Genesis 2:18-24
Psalm 8

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

2nd Sunday - 11th

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

3rd Sunday - 18th

Isaiah 53:4-12
Psalm 91:9-16
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45

4th Sunday - 25th

Reformation Sunday

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 46
Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36
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Wedre here to helop

Prayer Chain If you know of someone in need of prayers and would like to add their name to our prayer
chain, please contactNorma Harms(437-2137) omBetty Odenwald (4379724). You may also contact

them if you would like to be a member of the prayer chain.

Home Visitations- Would you or someone you know benefit from a home visit or visits? Willing volun-
teers are only a phone call away. Please cont&xinna Hoidah(437-8832) orNorma Harmg(437-2137).

Social Ministry AssistanceThe Social Ministry Committee is here to help, but we need your help in identi-
fying where that help is needed. If you become aware of someone in the congregation who could use a
hand, please contact the office (432970) orSandy Underwood434-2944).

In Our Prayers
Members

Dawn Crawford,
Marge Carlson,
Bill Morton,
Alice Dimaculangan,
Johanna Roberts,
Bert Mckinstry,
Ray Fritzen,
Peter Rath,
Dean Anderson,
Frieda Tarnowski,
Kathy Hurley,
Emily Owen,
Bud Phelps,
Ardell Chindberg,
Gloria Wohlert

Doug Jones - Son of Lill Jones, Lee Meyer - Brother of Ardell Chind-
berg, Pricilla Harden -Fr i end of t he Qu-iFaekdd s ,
of Sue & Brad Bowman, Marilyn Spitsberg - Dear friend of many, Nor-

man Myer - brother of Ardell Chindber, Kris Dennison - Son- in-Law

of Brad & Sue Bowman, Luke Niere - Grandnephew of Betty Bauer,
Rudy Soto - son-in-law of Janett Quick, Linda Auld - friend of June
Cady, Harold Willenberg-uncle of Verna Fladhammer, Jim Hurley -
brother of Mike Hurely, Mary Johnson - mother of Jeannie Johnson,

Judy Rother - friend of the Quicks, Eddie Bodjar - Grandfather of Ja-

son Hyland, Doris Freeman - mother of Pastor Bruce Freeman

Deployed Military

David Rumary nephew of Bill & Marj Morton

Carlos Davis friend of Kara Freeman and Tim McElheny
Chaplain Col Carl J. Swanson member

Robert Stawderman son of Judie & Don Strawderman

Warren Black son-in-law of Sue Kelly

Jay #fAl zzyd | s b e member/council president

Thank you, Diane, for your faithful service and ministry while serving as secretdPpstoOur Sav

Jay “Izzy” Isbel’s mailing address in Afghanistan

Vernon Isbel
451 EAMXS/FAB
APO AE 09355
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Our Savior Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes Auqust 17, 2009
Meeting Called to order @ 5:03 p.m.

Members Present: Pastor Bruce Freeman, Jay “Izzy” Isbel — President, Bob Skaar— Vice-President/Evangelism,
Rod Westphal — Treasurer, Joanne Gronewold — Worship, B.J Feeney. — Education, Sandy Underwood —
Social Ministry.

Approval of minutes from July minutes with following amendment: pg 3 item #4, Discussion of Purpose Driven
Church: Amend to read Bob would purchase the books. Motion to approve with amendment by Rod, 2™ by B.J.,
motion passed unanimously.

5:06 p.m. Pastor led in Devotions
Joanne mentioned a desire to see a strong woman’s group at the church again.
Joanne/Sandy would like to see more involvement with all members

5:17 p.m. Pastor led in Prayer

Committee reports

Church Groups — no report / not present

Education — B.J. and Rod still working totals from Vacation Bible School. 7 High School students attended along
with 7 elementary and 8 middle school students. Next year plan to increase focus on Adult Education and
looking to enhance group discussion within children’s groups.

Treasurer — Question from Bob regarding copier code usage and mentioned under the original plan for new copier
to install codes to prevent unauthorized usage. Pastor stated the codes will not work in conjunction with
networking the computers. Codes will only work in manual mode.

Evangelism — Questioned previous question of the week regarding the stand up of a help group within the church
for minor repairs around the house for congregational members. Suggested we advertise to call office
when help is needed and add to news letter there are members willing to accomplish minor work.

Property — no report / not present

Social Ministry — Highway clean up Sept 5™, 8:00 a.m. Judy Zagar is taking over Helping Hands as of 18 August
2009. Sandy also mentioned the 10 tables we are receiving for the fellowship hall are coming with table
cloths. Sandy also mentioned the soup kitchen volunteer list is full for the rest of the year.

Worship — no report
Pastor — Looking for new confirmation classes to start Wednesday after Labor Day.

Discussion/ Council Actions

Family/Emergency leave

Bob combined the synod and Western Bank policies as guidelines to make as all encompassing as possible. He
added part time employee benefits and full time carry over benefits.

Pastor questioned pages 2 of guidelines concerning vacations, specifically wording on vacation w/6-months of
employment. Amend wording to additional days versus letter of call per number of years. Additional
days will be based on length of service.

Motion was made by Pastor, seconded by Joanne to remove Good Friday and Christmas Eve as non-work days;
motion passed unanimously.

Pg 3: reword the following statements:

More than two weeks of consecutive time frame to be conferred with council.

Vacation days w/out of town in conjunction conferred with council

Once Emergency leave started, what is the proper order of use? Amending wording for clarifica-
tion on sick days versus leave days versus vacation days.



Can we change letter of call for sick days and vacation days to personal leave time? Will send questions to
senate.

Bob will work re-draft of policy and resubmit.

Bob motioned, Joann seconded

Annual Picnic - changed name from church picnic and annual block party to Annual Picinic; moved date to 27
Sept 2009 and to be held at church; menu will consist of pot luck sides and hamburgers and hotdogs. Will
ask for donations to help cover cost of meat. Motion passed unanimously.

Tabled for Clarification Nominating committee — to begin looking for next year’s council elections.Bob mo-
tioned, Rod seconded

Counters responsible for returning bank bags to office prior to following Sunday’s service. Bank office hours
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays and 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturdays. Can pick up at drive through. Mo-
tion passed unanimously.

Open discussion items

Council Retreat 29 August 12:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. to conduct Financial Study and Kitchen

Council refocusing retreats to January versus midyear. Decision made to give new members the opportunity in
January to work their vision and regroup mid year versus working old council’s visions and goals, with an
additional retreat to be held midyear to ensure vision and goals are on track.

Izzy announced he will be deploying for Qandahar, Afghanistan for 179 days, therefore Bob will step in as acting
President.

Next meeting moved to 6 Sept 2009 immediately following Sunday service

Joanne motioned to adjourn at 6:58 p.m., seconded by Bob. Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting ended with reciting of The Lord’s Prayer.

From the Pastor - continued form page 1

ing of the Lord’s Supper. They may jointly worship, may exchange clergy, and also share a commitment to
evangelism, witness and service in the world.) Our delegates voted to fund an HIV/AIDs strategy; to take up a
Lutheran Malaria Imitative, and to develop a Social Statement on Justice for Women. This is all in addition to
the acceptance of the “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” Social Statement, and the ordination of gays and les-
bians in committed relationships.

A Reforming Church is not beyond controversy. In fact, it is an integral component of the very word,
reformation. It is always a difficult thing to do and does not please everyone. What I am happy about though,
is that we are a Reformation Church; one that struggles with issues and tries to discern, “How is God speaking
to the Church in this day and age?” and “Where is Jesus and where is His grace?”

During this October, help to celebrate the Church; one that is always Reforming.
Serving Christ and His Reforming Church,

Pastor Bruce

Are you troubl ed by sANOMNiothese fosyoudr i nki ng?

We meet every Thursday at noon at Qur Savior Lutheran, in the Education wing. You may bring a sack lunch.
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www.zianet.com/oslc/

Donations for Thanksgiving Baskets such as canned items,
non-perishables and frozen Turkeys are now being ac-
cepted. You may drop off your items during office hours or
Sundays. Thank you for supporting this worthy cause.

Advocacy Conference: October 17
All are welcome !
"We're All in This Together"
Saturday, October 17
8:30 am ? 1:30 pm , St. Luke Lutheran Church (9100 Menaul NE, Albuguerque)

You are invited to learn more about the current recession and be challenged by outstanding speakers and
presentations that will focus on the impact of the economic recession around the world and here at home.

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry ~ -NM is cosponsoring the 4th Rocky Mountain Synod summit on hunger and pov-
erty along with Lutheran Advocacy Ministry -Colorado and the Rocky Mountain Synod Hunger Network.

The afternoon will include topics of particular interest to New Mexico advocates. Speakers, via video confer-
encing, will include: Nancy Arnison, Director of the ELCA World Hunger Program; David Creech, Director
of ELCA Hunger Education; and Ellen Teller,  Director of Governmental Affairs for the Food Research and Ac-

tion Center (Washington, D.C.) Cost is $15 per person including all materials and lunch.

To register or for further information, contact Ruth Hoffman ( lutheranadvocacy@yahoo.com or
505.984.8005).

Deadline for registration is October 12


http://www.zianet.com/oslc/
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