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SUBJ: DIEGO GARCIA: POSTAL DRUG INSPECTION 

REF: LONDON 2597 

1. ON FEBRUARY 13 THE FCO AGAIN ASKED WHEN SUBJECT ISSUE 
WILL BE RESOLVED NOTING BNIO ON DIEGO REPORTS DRUG PROBLEM 
GETTING WORSE AND THAT THE MOD PRESS OFFICE HAS HAD TO FEND 

OFF SEVERAL MEDIA QUERIES REGARDING THE DIEGO DRUG PROBLEM. 
THE FCO' S. P. MORTHY MAY RAISE THE ISSUE WHEN IN THE 
DEPARTMENT THIS WEEK. 

2. THE FOLLOWING UPI PIECE ENTITLED "DIEGO GARCIA IS 
DEPICTED AS DRUG-RIDDEN" APPEARED IN THE PARIS TRIBUNE 
FEBRUARY 16 AND WAS ALSO PICKED UP BY THE BRITISH PRESS:  
BEGIN TEXT: BRITISH AUTHORITIES ARE CONCERNED ABOUT DRUG 
ABUSE, RACE CONFLICTS, VIOLENCE AND ARMS SMUGGLING ON THE 

TOP-SECRET ISLAND OF DIEGO GARCIA, WHICH HAS BECOME THE 
MAJOR U.S. BASE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, DIPLOMATIC SOURCES 
SAY.A ROYAL NAVY LIEUTENANT COMMANDER AND 26 SEAMEN WHO ARE 
SUPPOSED TO ENFORCE BRITISH LAW ON THE ISLAND ARE UNABLE TO 
COPY WITH SPEADING LAWIESSNESS. THE SOURCES SAID, AND THE 
DRUG PROBLEM IS OUT OF HAND. RAMPAGING CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 
AND SAILORS REPORTEDLY HAVE SMASHED UP THE BRITISH CLUB, AND 
THE SOURCES SAID TWO MEN RAN AMUK IN THE ISLAND'S POWER 
STATION.  WITH ITS CUSTOMARY CONCERN FOR SECRECY, THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS KEPT DETAILS OF THE DETERIORATING 
SITUATION ON DIEGO GARCIA FROM THE PUBLIC, THE PRESS AND 
PARLIAMENT. WHEN PRESSED ABOUT THE PROBLEM, A SPOKESMAN FOR 

THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE SAID. "WE ACKNOWLEDGE THEPE IS A 
DRUG PROBLEM AND WE ARE WORKING ON IT, ALONG WITH THE 



AMERICAN AUTHORITIES."THE ISLAND IS BEING PREPARED AS A BASE 
FOR U.S. SHIPS LOADED WITH TANKS, ARTILLERY, AMMUNITION AND 
EQUIPMENT FOR POSSIBLE RAPID DEPLOYMENT IN THE GULF. WHILE 
U.S. SERVICEMENT ARE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN DRUG TRAFFICKING, 
THE SOURCES SAID, THE MAJOR CAUSE FOR CONCERN FOR BRITISH 
AUTHORITIES IS THE PRESENCE OF UP TO 2,202 CIVILIANS, 

INCLUDING U.S. TECHNICIANS, CREWS OF MERCHANT SHIPS AND 
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FROM THE PHILIPPINES AND SOUTH KOREA. 
THE CIVILIANS COME UNDER THE LAWS OF THE BRITISH INDIAN 
OCEAN TERRITORIES RATHER THAN UNDER U.S. MILITARY 
DISCIPLINE. 

IN WASHINGTON, THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT DENIED THE ALLEGATIONS 
AS FAR AS THEY PERTAIN TO U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL ON THE 
ISLAND, WHICH IS ABOUT 820 MILES SOUTH OF THE OF INDIA. 

ISOLATED ON THE ISLAND FOR MONTHS AT A TIME WITH VIRTUALLY 
NO LEISURE FACILITIES, AND SPLIT BY RACIAL TENSIONS, THE 
ALL-MALE COMMUNITY IS AN UNRULY THREAT TO LAW AND ORDER. THE 
SOURCES SAID MARIJUANA, LSD, "ANGEL DUST," COCAINE AND 
"SPEED" ARE FREELY AND CHEAPLY AVAILABLE. OF DOZENS OF SHIPS 
THAT HAVE VISITED THE ISLAND IN RECENT MONTHS, ONLY ONE WAS 
FOUND TO BE FREE OF DRUGS. 

NARCOTICS AND FIREARMS ARE REPORTEDLY SENT THROUGH U.S. 
MAILS, WHICH ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CUSTOMS SFARCHES, AND IN THE 
BAGGAGE OF CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES. THE SOURCES SAID BRITAIN IS 
ASKING U.S. MILITARY AND POSTAL AUTHORITIES TO CONTROL THE 
MAILS. 

A FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT ACCESS TO THE ISLAND IS 
"RESTRICTED" AND THAT MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT HAVE BEEN 
"DISSUADED" FROM GOING THERE. THE DIPLOMATIC SOURCES SAID 
THERE IS NO SUCH RESTRICTION ON U.S. CONGRESSMEN. A U.S. 
SPOKESMAN CONCEDED THAT "SOME ILLEGAL DRUGS HAVE BEEN 
IDENTIFIED IN THE MAILS, BUT HE MAINTAINED THERE WAS "NO 
EVIDENCE THAT SAILORS ON THE ISLAND HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY 
INVOLVED IN DRUG TRAFFICKING.” 

KEITH SPEED, UNDERSECRETARY FOR THE ROYAL NAVY, VISITED 
DIEGO GARCIA ON HIS WAY TO HONG KONG IN DECEMBER AND LEARNED 
THE SCALE OF THE PROBLEMS FACING THE TINY BRITISH NAVAL 
DETACHMENT, WHICH IS OFFICIALLY ASSIGNED TO DIEGO GARCIA AS 
A COMMUNICATIONS UNIT. 

"YES, BY ALL MEANS HE WAS CONCERNED," A SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE SAID. "WE ARE CLOSELY COOPERATING PT 
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WITH THE AMERICAN MILITARY COMMAND OVER PRACTICAL 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR ENFORCING RELEVANT BRITISH LEGISLATION." 
THE GENERAL QUESTION OF POLCY IN THE INDIAN OCEAN IS 
EXPECTED TO COME UP IN DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER 
MARGARET THATCHER AND PRESIDENT REAGAN IN WASHINGTON THIS 
MONTH, BUT A SPOKESMAN FOR MRS. TEATCHER SAID HE DOUBTED 
THAT REPORTED LAWLESSNESS ON DIEGO GARCIA WOULD BE DISCUSSED 
AT SUCH A HIGH LEVEL. 

THE UNITED STATES IS USING DIEGO GARCIA UNDER A BRITISH U. 
S. AGREEMENT SIGNED IN 1976. ABOUT 1,100 ISLANDERS WERE 
EVICTED TO MAKE WAY FOR THE BASE AND SENT TO MAURITIUS, 
WHICH HAS BEEN PROMISED EVENTUAL SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE 
TERRITORY. END TEXT. 

3. ADVISE. BREWSTER 
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