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OBSERVATIONS ON THE BIRDS OF DIEGO GARCIA, CHAGOS ARCHI- 
PELAGO, WITH NOTES ON OTHER VERTEBRATES 

Diego G a r c i a  ( p i g .  1 )  is  t h e  sou the rnmos t  a t o l l  of t h e  
Chagos A r c h i p e l a g o ,  c e n t r a l  I n d i a n  Ocean. D e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of  t h e  i s l a n d  and i t s  f a u n a  and f l o r a  a r e  g i v e n  by S t o d d a r t  & 
T a y l o r  (1 971 ) . 1S.R.P. Bourne (1 971 ) t h e r e i n  tho rough ly  rev iewed 
t h e  r a t h e r  s c a n t  and s c a t t e r e d  p r e v i o u s  knowledge of  t h e  b i r d s .  
S i n c e  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h a t  work t h e  a t o l l  lias been  b r i e f l y  
vi .s i te t1  by M r .  J .  F r a z i . c r  (i.n J u l y  1970)  b u t  a p a r t  from a  few 
o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  i n  n o u r n e ' s  pape r  h i s  f i n d i n g s  have n o t  
y e t  become a v a i l a b l e .  

T h i s  r e p o r t  g i v e s  d e t a i l s  of t h e  b i r d s  of  Diego G a r c i a  
from o b s e r v a t i o n s  made d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  en tomolog ica l  work 
on t h e  a t o l l  between March 19  and May 2 3 ,  1971.  The i n f o r m a t i o n  
g i v e n  h e r e  c o n s i s t s  main ly  of  s i g h t  r e c , o r d s ,  supplemented w i t h  
d a t a  from a s m a l l  number o f  b i r d s  t r a p p e d ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  from 
S e y c h e l l o i s  who have been  r e s i d e n t  on t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  many y e a r s .  
It was found i m u r a c t i c a l  t o  co1: lect  suec imens .  d e s u i t e  t h e  need  
f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  L i t t3 . e  Green Heron ( ~ u t o r i d e s  
s t r i a t u s )  and t h e  T u r t l e  Dove ( S t r e P t o p e l i a  p i c tu ra* ) ,  b o t h  o f  
which have been  d e s c r i b e d  a s  endemic s u b s p e c i e s ,  on r a t h e r  
l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e .  The s e a  b i r d s ,  waders  and w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
l and  b i r d s  ( ~ o d . ~  and T u r t l e  Dove) t h a t  were t r a p p e d  were ringc?d 
and r e l e a s e d .  Except  where o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d ,  a l l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
p rev ious  knowledge i s  from Bourne ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  Comparison w i t h  t h e  
Maldives i s  from P h i l l i p s  ( . lg63) and w i t h  Aldabra  from Penny 
(1971 ) .  

T h i r t y - f i v e  s p e c i e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  f o u r  of which were n o t  
s e e n  by t h e  a u t h o r .  Twelve s p e c i e s  which 'nave n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  
been  r e c o r d e d  from t h e  Chagos a r e  marked by ** and one s p e c i e s  
p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  f rom e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  Chagos, b u t  n o t  
Diego G a r c i a ,  w i t h  *. The s t a t u s  of e a c h  s p e c i e s  i s  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  as f u l l  d e t a i l  as p o s s i b l e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  comparison w i t h  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes  of y e a r  and i n  d i f f e r e n t  y e a r s .  
The v i s i t  w a s  made i n  t h e  f i r s t  two months o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  work 
invo lved  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a communications f a c i l i t y  .on 
t h e  i s l a n d .  It i s  f e l t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s t a t u s  of 

1 ' ~ e p a r t m e n t  of Entomology, B r i t i s h  Museum ( ~ a t u r a l   ist tor^) 

(Manuscr ip t  r e c e i v e d  June  1972--Eds.)  



each spec i e s  i n  some d e t a i l  t o  determine any e f f e c t s  brought 
about by changes i n  t h e  environment. To t h i s  end counts a r e  
given a s  o f t e n  a s  poss ib l e  and f o r  t h i s  t o  be meaningful i t  
has been necessary t o  use  r a t h e r  more l o c a l i t y  names than  have 
been prev ious ly  published ( s t o d d a r t  & Taylor ,  1971) .  A r ev i sed  
placename map inco rpo ra t ing  the  names t h a t  were i n  use  by the  
Seyche l lo i s  r e s i d e n t  a t  the  time of my v i s i t  i s  given i n  F ig .  1 ;  
some of these  names d i f f e r  from those  given by S toddar t  & Taylor  
(1971 , Figs .  1 and 34) .  

A very few migrant land b i r d s  have been recorded from t h e  
Chagos, bu t  none was seen  dur ing  t h e  presen t  v i s i t .  P h i l l i p s  
(1963) l i s t s  many land migrants f o r  t he  Maldives and p u t s  
forward a  s t r o n g  case  Tor t he  l i k e l i h o o d  of many spec i e s  
reachi.ng t h e  Chagos. This  i s  probably t r u e  f o r  a  more s u i t a b l e  
time of year ,  a l though r e l a t i v e l y  few a r e  l i k e l y  t o  reach Diego 
Garcia.  

D e t a i l s  of weight ( i n  g ) ,  wing l eng th  ( i n  nun) and moult 
of wing pr imar ies  ( o u t e r  primary f i r s t )  a r e  given f o r  t rapped 
b i r d s .  The n o t a t i o n  of wing moult i s  a s  fol lows:  0  = old  
f e a t h e r ,  1  = new f e a t h e r  i n  p in ,  2-4 a r e  degrees of developrncnt 
of new f e a t h e r s ,  t o  N = a  f u l l y  developed new f e a t h e r .  

Local Creole names f o r  some spec i e s  were noted and a r e  
given a f t e r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  names. 

Appendix I l i s t s  b i r d s  seen du r ing  the  s ea  voyages between 
Maurit ius and Diego Garcia .  Appendix I T  g ives  no tes  on o t h e r  
v e r t e b r a t e s  made d u r i n g  t h e  1971 survey.  Other observa t ions ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  on i n s e c t s ,  w i l l  be publ ished elsewhere. 

M r .  S .  Rickard and M r .  J . R . C .  Bashal l  were s ta t ioned .  on 
the  i s l a n d  i n  1945. Rickard ( p e r s .  comm.) says  t h a t  they were 
not p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b i r d s  a t  t he  t ime,  but I am 
g r a t e f u l  t o  them f o r  a l lowing me t o  incorpora te  t h e i r  memoirs 
i n t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .  The i r  a c t i v i t i e s  were l a r g e l y  confined t o  
the  north-west a r e a  and t o  t he  Minni Minni a r ea .  They do no t  
remember any l a r g e  co lon ies  of sea-b i rds  on the  mainland of 
t he  i s l a n d .  

SYSTICMATTC LIST 

Shearwater (puf f inus  s p . )  

The only evidence of shearwaters  was a  wa i l i ng  c a l l ,  heard 
a t  n i g h t ,  which. was almost c e r t a i n l y  a  spec ies  of shearwater .  
About 10 were heard a t  Point  Marianne from 12-18 Apr i l  and 21 
Apr i l .  A t  De Moulin one was heard on t h e  n i g h t s  o f  23 Apr i l  
( t o  n o r t h ) ,  24 Apr i l  ( t o  n o r t h ) ,  26 Apr i l  ( a t  v i l l a g e )  and 27 
Apr i l  ( t o  sou th  wes t ) .  A t  Roche Point  one was heard t o  NW of 
the  house on 30 A p r i l .  I n  a l l  cases  c a l l i n g  s t a r t e d  a t  about 



19.00 and continued u n t i l  20.00. On one n igh t  a t  Point  Marianne 
they were c a l l i n g  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  02.00. A t  Point  Marianne they 
were seen on s e v e r a l  o f  t he  e a r l y  evening se s s ions  and t h e  e a r l y  
morning s e s s i o n ,  but  t he  l i g h t  was too poor t o  confirm t h e  
species  involved,  merely enough t o  say  t h a t  they had a  wing 
span of about 2  f e e t  and t h a t  t h e  wings were r a t h e r  narrow. 
I t  i s  ex t raord inary  t h a t  these  were only  heard a t  s e t t l emen t  
a r e a s ;  they were not  heard du r ing  many n igh t  excursions t o  
s i t e s  away from the  s e t t l emen t s .  Those a t  De Efoulin and Roche 
Point  were apparen t ly  f l y i n g  around coconut t r e e s ,  indeed t h e  
one a t  De Moulin on 26 Apr i l  could only have been around, if 
not  i n ,  t he  q u i t e  i s o l a t e d  coconut palms ( 3 )  i n  the  v i l l a g e  
c l ea r ing .  A t  Point  Marianne, where most observat ions  were 
obta ined,  they were cur ious ly  confined t o  t he  tops of f r u i t  
t r e e s  i n  t he  a r e a  behind the  v i l l a g e ;  around the  Bread F r u i t  

t Artocarpus a l t i l i s ) ,  Mango (Mangifera inclica) and Takamaka 
Calophyllum inophyllum) t r e e s  and i n  t h e  coconut palms i n  t h e  

main v i l l a g e  a r e a .  Mist n e s t s  p laced up t o  a  he igh t  of 25' 
amongst t he  f r u i t  and these  coconut t r e e s  f a i l e d  to  catch. 
anything.  That they were confined t o  t h i s  a r e a  was confirmed 
by t ak ing  observa t ions  Erorn var ious  po in t s  around and ou t s ide  
t he  v i l l a g e  a r ea .  It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  expla in  t h i s  kind of 
behaviour from a  shearwater.  They were no t  heard from t h e  
ea s t e rn  limb of t h e  a t o l l .  No shearwaters  were seen dur ing  
seve ra l  watches between sunset  and 1.ight f a i l u r e  from t h e  ocean 
coas t  a t  De Mou1j.n and Roche Po in t .  Froiii my d e s c r i p t i o n  t h e  
Seyche l lo i s  knew of i t s  occurrence he re .  They c a l l e d  i t  t he  
"Riga" and descr ibed  i t  a s  a  b i r d  of t he  ocean t h a t  r a r e l y  
conies t o  l and  anc! then only a t  n i g h t .  I n  t he  Seyche l lo i s  "Riga" 
i s  Audubonzs Shearwater (P.  - l h e r m i n i e r i ) .  

Audubonfs and Wedge-tailed Shearwater (P.  p a c i f i c a )  have 
been recorded from Diego Garcia and elsewhere i n  the  Chagos. 

White- ta i led Tropic Bird ( ~ h a e t h o n  l e p t u r u s )  

Regularly seen down the  western  r i m  of t he  i s l a n d  wi th  3 
o r  4 over the  coconuts i n  open a r e a s  t o  the  n o r t h  of Point  
Marianne. Four were f r equen t ly  seen  over Roche Point  between 
29 Apr i l  and 2  May. The heavies t  concent ra t ion  was around t h e  
f resh-water  pool a r e a  of Simpson's P o i n t ,  where about 3 p a i r s  
were f lushed  on 2  Apr i l  while o t h e r s  could be heard c a l l i n g  
overhead. The only one seen on t h e  e a s t e r n  arm was one a t  
Barachois Canon on 13 May. 

Among those  seen a t  Simpson's Po in t  were ones f lushed from 
ground l e v e l  on t h e  mounds around t h e  bases  of coconut t r e e s  
wi th  a  dense cover ing of f e r n s ,  e t c .  

Although the  Red-tai led Tropic  Bird (P .  rubr icauda)  has 
been repor ted  from lliego Garcia and i n  n e a r b y s e a s ,  none was 
seen du r ing  t h e  presen t  v i s i t .  



Red-footed Booby ( ~ u l a  s u l a )  "Feuv -- - 
Only seen on I l e  Grande Barbe on 15 Flay. Ci rca  100 were 

i n  a  l a r g e  bare  Hernandia t r e e  wi th  many n e s t s .  This  number 
included many imma-ture b i rd s  and non-fully fl-edged young were 
v i s i b l e  i n  some n e s t s .  Ci.rca 50 boobies flew froin a nearby 
Hernandia t r e e  t h a t  was wel l  f o l i a t e d ,  bu t  heavi ly  limed. It 
was not  pos s ib l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether t h e r e  were any n e s t s  i n  
t h i s  t r e e .  Although most of t he  b i r d s  i n  t he  l a t t e r  t r e e  were 
t y p i c a l  white-phase Red-footed Boobies, some were thought t o  
be of a  d i f f e r e n t  k ind ,  probably a  d i f f e r e n t  colour  phase of 
Sula  s u l a ,  but  views were u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  -- - 
Some Seyche l lo i s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h r e e  spec i e s  occur on t h i s  i s l e t ,  
but d e s c r i p t i o n s  were vatwe and could no t  be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
i d e n t i f  i.cc1 wi th  any def i n i t o  forins. It seemerl p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h c r c  was some corifusion with immature b i r d s ,  but i - t  is  t r u e  
t h a t  a t  l eas - t  t h r e e  spec i e s  a r e  known t o  occur i n  t h e  reg ion .  

The only Boobi~es seen  a t  s e a  were 3  seen a t  c . 1 5 ' ~  6 3 ' ~  
i n  t h e  af ternoon of 18 March. They were probably Red-footed. 

F r i g a t e s  ( ~ r e ~ a t a  s p . )  "Prega t"  

Apart from 2 of unlcnown spec i e s  seen  f l y i n g  no r th  over 
Barachois Sec on 23 A p r i l ,  F r i g a t e s  were only seen a t  I l e  
Grande Darbe. A l l  i d e n t i f i e d  b i r d s  were Lesser  F r i g a t e s  (F .  
a r i e l ) .  From s u i t a b l e  viewpoints on t h e  mainland, about 1 5  
were u sua l ly  v i s i b l e  c i r c l i n g  over the  i s l e t  and more were t o  
be seen on t r e e s .  Iluring a  v i s i t  to t h i s  i s l e t  on 3 May 13  
b i r d s  were seen.  On a  v i s i t  on 15 Nay about 30 were s een ,  
mainly a t  the  N . E .  t i p  of t h e  i s l e t  where they were s i t t i n g  i n  
bare  t r e e s  o r  on coconut t r e e s .  These b i r d s  included a  l a r g e  
percentage showing v a r i a b l e  degrees  of white.  Many were 
apparen t ly  young, but t h e r e  was no evidence of breeding.  

Rickard and Bashal l  remember s ee ing  a  few f r i g a t e s  over 
the  lagoon r e g u l a r l y  i n  1945. It i s  pos s ib l e  t h a t  they were 
more widespread around the  a t o l l  up t o  t h a t  time than they 
have been i n  r ecen t  y e a r s .  

One a d u l t  male Lesser  F r i g a t e  was seen a t  s ea  a t  17.00 
on 25 May a t  c .  1k030'S 6 4 ' ~  ( s e e  Appendix I ) .  

C a t t l e  Egret  ( ~ u b u l c u s  i b i s )  "Madam Paton" 

According t o  t h e  Seyche l lo i s  r e s i d e n t  i n  1971, 9  c a t t l e  
e g r e t s  were r e l e a s e d  i n  1953 from t h e  Seyche l les .  Loustau- 
Lalanne (1962) (who s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  spec i e s  was introduced. 
i n  1955) found a  colony of 27 n e s t s  a t  East  Point  i n  1960. 
I n  1971 they were s t i l l  n e s t i n g  a s  a  colony by the  manager's 
house, a l though  they had moved i n  r ecen t  years  from t h e i r  
e a r l i e r  s i t e  t o  a  l a r g e  mango t r e e .  Due t o  t h e  t h i c k  growth 
of t h i s  t r e e  i t  was not  pos s ib l e  t o  t e l l  how many n e s t s  were 



occupied, but  i t  was probably not  much more than 10.  A t  t h i s  
time (5-16 May) s e v e r a l  n e s t s  contained n e s t l i n g s ,  vary ing  
from very young downy chi.cks t o  w e l l  f ea the red  b i r d s .  I n  
e a r l i e r  years  t h i s  was t he  only colony and b i rds  would perform 
d a i l y  t r a v e l  from a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  a t o l l  t o  roos t  here  (M 
t he  manager). I n  cons ide ra t ion  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  d a i l y  
movement no longer  occurs and of t h e  l a r g e  number of b i r d s  
around t h e  i s l a n d  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  N.W. a r e a ) ,  i t  seems 
l i k e l y  t h a t  o t h e r  co lon ies  have been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a l though 
none was found. 

As a l ready  s t a t e d ,  the  e g r e t  i s  now co~rimon around t h e  
i s l a n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  so  i n  t h e  wel l  vege ta ted  marsh a r eas  of 
Point  Marianne and Mare J u l i e n ,  but  not  i n  t h e  t i d a l  barachois .  
It was a l s o  common i n  c l e a r i n g s  around se t t l emen t s  such a s  De 
Moulin and East  Po in t  and i n  open coconut a r eas  such as  t he  
N.W. a r ea .  I n  d r i e r ,  more t h i c k l y  wooded. a rcas  such a s  sou th  
of De Moulin to and incl-uding t h e  sou thern  barachois ,  i t  was 
almost absen t .  Although most u s u a l l y  seen on the  green marsh- 
lands  of Point  Marianne, the  open water  a r e a  a t t ached  t o  t he  
n o r t h  end of t h i s  p a r t  of the  marsh was a l s o  favoured and by 
f a r  thc  h ighes t  t o t a l  seen toge ther  ( c . 5 0 )  was seen he re  on 
18 May. One o t h e r  no tab le  l o c a l i t y  was i n  the  a r e a s  being 
c leared  of coconut woodland by t h e  U.S. Navy. The e g r e t s  took 
advantage of t h e  f e l l i n g  of these  t r e e s  and t h e i r  subsequent 
removal and would s t a y  dangerously c l o s e  t o  bu l ldoze r s ,  e t c . ,  
t o  feed on l a r g e r  ar thropods and geckoes t h a t  were exposed. 

Most b i r d s  were i n  a  p l a i n  whi te  non-breeding plumage. 
The breeding plumes of those  t h a t  showed them gene ra l ly  seemed 
to  be a  r i c h  sandy golden co lour ,  though some were seen  t h a t  
suggested a  more cinnamon colour  and some t h a t  could no t  be 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  assigned t o  e i t h e r  group. It is  f e a s i b l e ,  then ,  
a s  pos tu l a t ed  i n  Bourne (1971) ,  t h a t  v i s i t i n g  b i r d s  of t he  
A s i a t i c  form, - B. - i. coromandus, such a s  those  seen by G . C .  
Bourne ( ~ a u n d e r s ,  1886)havcaken up res idence  and mixed 
with  b i r d s  in t roduced from t h e  Seyche l les .  

L i t t l e  Green Heron ( ~ u t o r i d e s  - -- s t r i a t u s )  "Manique" 

Abundant and widespread around t h e  whole i s l a n d .  Although 
more comnron around in l and  water systems (e .g .  Sirnpson's p o i n t )  
and t h e  barachois  a r e a s ,  i t  was a l s o  r e g u l a r l y  seen i n  dry 
a r e a s ,  such a s  under r a t h e r  open 'Cocos Bon Dieu' a r e a s .  It 
was a l s o  very common around the  shores  of both  t h e  lagoon and 
ocean s i d e s .  Ten were on the wet marsh a r e a  of Mare J u l i e n  on 
3 A p r i l ,  bu t  only 4 on 22 A p r i l ;  c . 3  were i n  Barachois Sec on 
23-28 A p r i l ;  c .15 on t h e  sou thern  barachois  on 1  May; 8  on 
B. Maurice on 10 May, most of them be ing  on the  inner  reaches 
of the  barachois .  No count was made, bu t  t he  l a r g e s t  concen- 
t r a t i o n  was on t h e  marsh a t  Point  Marianne. On t h e  non-perma- 
nent  in land  water a r e a s  and i n  t h e  c?ry habi.ta-ts i t  was gene ra l ly  
only i nd iv idua l s  o r  two 's  t h a t  were seen .  Two were on the  shore  
of I l e  Granoe Barbe on 3 May. 



Birds seen included some young birds, but no information 
on breeding was obtained. 

Three adults were trapped and ringed at Point Marianne: 

Ring No. Date Weight Wing Length Primary moult 

EF43901 14.iv. 202 168 0001 2NNNNN 

02 15.i~. 194 168 OOONNNNNNN 

03 15.iv. 195 176 000000001 1 

One of the birds at Mare Julien on 22 April had only one 
leg and was too weak to fly. It was an adult weighing only 
105 gm. This specimen was collected and the skin is now in the 
British Museum (Natural History). The stomach contents were as 
follows, but judging from the disability and general poor con- 
dition of the bird it cannot be assumed that this bears any 
relation to a normal diet: 
large number of Paratettix chagonsensis Bolivar (Orthoptez-a; 
~etrigidae) (det . J. ~uxley) 
a few-? ~abidura riparia (Pillas) (~erma~tera; Labiduridae) 

The measurements given here, photographs and plumage notes, 
etc. add little to the discussion on the taxonomic status of the 
subspecies B.s. - albolimbatus, described from the Chagos (see 
Bourne, 1977); 

**Flamingo (~hoenicopterus sp.) 

Rickards (pers. comtn. ) was informed that there was a 
colony of flamingoes at the south end of the island, but there 
is no other report of these from Diego Garcia. 

Francolin (Francolin% pondicerianus) "Perduit" 

Although reported as recently as 1964 (Bourne, 1966), this 
species was not noted in 1971. The Seychellois reported that 
it had been common in the north west and felt that it was still 
there, but this was the area that received the most attention 
by the present author, both by night and by day. None of the 
construction workers who were questioned had seen it either. 
That this was the region receiving the most disturbance by 
construction activities, etc., may have had the effect of either 
bringing it to notice or of forcing it into deep hiding. It is 
possible, then, that the species has recently suffered a sharp 
decline in numbers, even to the point of extinction. 

Waterhen ( ?  Amaurornis phoenicurus) "Poule d'eau" 

A moorhen was reported to Loustau-Lalanne (1962) and to 
Odling-Smee in 1964 (~ourne, 1966), but resident Seychellois 
questioned about this bird in 1971 knew nothing about it. No 



such bird had been known to them to occur on the island since 
at least the 1940's--they could not speak for periods prior to 
this. All water systems on the western arm were thoroughly 
investigated and there was no sign of any such bird here or in 
such areas as were investigated on the eastern arm. It is 
perhaps questionable whether any such bird has been resident 
on the island--if it were present, it must surely be extinct 
now. 

Turnstone (~renaria - interpres) 

Ubiquitous and common, but rarely forming large flocks. 
C.lOO were on the Point Marianne marsh on 5 April, but at other 
times there was only about 20 seen here (1 April, 12 April, 
14 April, 5 May). At Barachois Sec there were c. 15 on 23-24 
April. At the southern barachois area, c.12 were in B. Sylvain 
on 30 April and c.80 in the whole area on 1 May; c.15 in B. 
La Paille Sec on 13 May; 20 in B. Cannon on 13 May; 20 on the 
Nli limits of B. Maurice on 8 May, c.20 on the whole main bara- 
chois area on 10 May and 10 on a connected arm to the south of 
this barachois on 13 May; c.8 in and around B. Lubine on 7 May. 
Small numbers occurred in many inland pools including those deep 
in thickly forested areas: the inland pool near B. Lubine hcld 
about 20 on 1 April, 3 on 8 May and c.12 on 10 May; small 
numbers in pool areas, particularly near Eclipse Point, Point 
Marianne and elsewhere, especially after rain had left standing 
water. They were also frequently encountered (often in small 
parties of up to ten) in dry areas, in thickly wooded as well 
as open areas, where they were probably roosting rather than 
feeding. Around both the ocean and the lagoon shores they were 
commonly seen, either singly or in small parties of up to c.10. 
C.6 were on the shores of Ile Grande Barbe on 3 May, and 20 on 
the pools of Ile Milieu (+6 on the shore) on 3 May and c.30 
here on 15 May. 

No individuals were in an obviously breeding plumage. 

One caught and ringed at Point Marianne on 14 April had 
a wing length of 151 mm, weight of l0Og and no wing moult was 
apparent. One found almost dead from unknown causes at Point 
Marianne on 5 April was collected; this bird showed no wing 
moult. 

**Greater Sand Plover (~haradrius - leschenaultii) 

Present in small numbers in the major barachois. Records 
as follows: 1 on beach by Point Marianne on 5 April; 5 on mud 
flats at Point Marianne between causeway and lagoon on 12 April; 
1 (showing some red on chest) at Point Marianne on mud flats on 
17 April; 1 at Barachois Sec on 23 April, 24 April (seen to 
catch a fiddler crab, - Uca sp.) and 27 April; 1 at B.Barrer on 
30 April; c.15 in the whole of the southern barachois system 
on 1 May; 1 at Point Marianne on 5 May; 9 (1 in breeding 
plumage) in B. Maurice on 10 May; 1 in B. La Paille Sec on 
13 May. 



This  spec i e s  has n o t  previously  been recorded from t h e  
Chagos, but  i s  t o  be expected.  It i s  q u i t e  common i n  t h e  
Maldives dur ing  the  no r the rn  win t e r  w i th  a few remaining 
through the  r e s t  of t h e  yea r .  

"Grey P lover  ( ~ h a r a d r i u s  squa ta ro l a )  

An uncommon spec i e s  a t  t he  time of t h i s  v i s i t ,  but  q u i t e  
widely spread around t h e  a t o l l .  Recorded a s  folS.ows: 1 on 
ocean beach a t  Tamil on 5 May; 1 a t  B .  Sec on 25 A p r i l ;  hoard 
a t  B. Bar re r  on 30 A p r i l ;  5 i n  t he  southern barachois  on 1 May; 
3 i n  B. La P a i l l e  Sec on 13 May; 4 i n  B. Maurice on 10 May; 
1 on I s l e  Mil ieu on 15  May. A l l  were i n  non-breeding d r e s s .  

This i s  t h e  f i rs t  record f o r  Diego Garci-a, but  i t  has been 
prev ious ly  recorded elsewhere i n  t h e  Chagos. I n  t h e  Maldives 
i t  i s  p l e n t i f u l  i n  t he  win te r  wi th  sma l l e r  numbers l i n g e r i n g  
a l l  yea r  round. 

*+Great Snipe (Gall inago media) 

Eight  s n i p e ,  almost c e r t a i n l y  t h i s  s p e c i e s ,  were seen a-t 
Mare J u l i e n  on 3 A p r i l ,  bu t  could no t  be found when t h i s  marsh 
was r e v i s i t e d  on 2% Apr i l .  This marsh c o n s i s t s  of a l a r g e  a r e a  
of very lumpy ground with  dense f e r n  on the  mounds and mud i n  
the  hollows,  except f o r  an a r e a  t o  t he  NW which i s  lower and 
f l a t .  This  l a t t e r  a r e a  was wet and covered wi th  a t h i c k  t u r f  
of sedge wi th  some gacopa. The f e r n  a r e a  was l a r g e l y  dry du r ing  
thc per iod of t h i s  v i s i t .  The sn ipe  were f lushed  s e v e r a l  t imes 
from t h e  edge of t h e  sedge a r e a ,  bu t  they quickly  r e s e t t l e d  
without g iv ing  long c l e a r  views i n  f l i g h t  and they were no t  
seen on the  ground. They were l a r g e r  and heavie r  than Common 
Snipe ( ~ a l l i n a ~ o  g a l l i n a g o )  wi th  a  s h o r t e r  b i l l ,  they f lew 
s t r a i g h t  and gave a  s i n g l e  alarm n o t e ,  l e s s  f o r c e f u l  than t h a t  - - 
of common Snipe.  Any b a r  on the  t r a i l i n g  edge of t h e  wings was 
not very apparent .  Prominent white o u t e r  t a i l  f e a t h e r s  were 
not  observed,  nor  was prominent white edging i n  t h e  cove r t s .  

While t h e r e  may be some doubt about t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  
i t  i s  a spec i e s  t h a t  has  been seen i n  t he  Seychel les  by Crook 
( ~ o u s t a u - ~ a l a n n e ,  1963) and i t  i s  a common migrant t o  t h e  south- 
c e n t r a l  African mainland  enson on, pe r s .  comm.). It has no t  
previously  been recorded from e i t h e r  t he  Chagos o r  t he  Maldives. 
Gardiner and Cooper (1907) saw 'la few sn ipe"  on Diego Garcia i n  
1905 i n  barachois ,  bu t  these  may wel l  have been another  wader 
s p e c i e s .  

Whimbrel ( ~ u m e n i u s  phaeopus) "Corbijou" 

Ubiquitous i n  smal l  numbers. Unfortunately no f u l l  counts 
were recorded a t  Point  Marianne marsh, but  from odd counts  f o r  
var ious  s e c t i o n s ,  i t  is l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were 20-30 i n  t h i s  
a r ea .  S i m i l a r l y  no counts  were recorded f o r  B. Sec, a l though 



several. were always p re sen t .  A t  t h e  sou thern  Barachoi .~ ,  6 
were i n  B.  Sy lva in  on 30 Apr i l  and c .30  i n  the whole a r e a  on 
1 May. C . 6  were in. B. La P a i l l e  Scc on 13 May; c .  1.b i n  B. 
Cannon on 1 3  May; 10 on the  N.W. edge of B. Maurice on 8 May 
and 24 on t h e  whole of B.  Maurice, except f o r  t he  southern 
in land arm, on 10 May; 1 o r  2  were genera l Jy  around 13. Lubine 
(e .g .  7 May, 8 May). They were a l s o  f r e q u e n t l y  seen on the  
small barachois .  Secluded in land  pools were a l s o  h igh ly  favour-  
ed,  but only one was seen i n  Mare J u l i c n  (22 ~ p r i l ) .  The pools 
along t h e  N .  coas t  of t he  N.W.  a r e a  between Ec l ipse  Point  and 
Simpson's Point  o f t e n  had smal l  numbers on them a s  d i d  pools 
around Point  Marianne a r e a .  They would f r equen t ly  occur on dry 
land ,  o f t en  deep i n  woods. Thus c . 7  were genera l ly  i n  t h e  
c l e a r i n g  a t  De Moulin (23-28 n p r i l )  and 1 6  were f lushed  when 
t r a v e l l i n g  by jeep between here  and East  Point  on 1 A p r i l .  
They were f r e q u e n t l y  f lushed  from the  ocean shore and o f t e n  
from the  lagoon shore  too .  One was on the  shore of I l e  Grande 
Rarbe on 3 May and 7 on the  shore of I l e  Milieu on the  same d a t e .  

Loustau-Lalanne (1962) r e p o r t s  shooti.ng a  Curlew i n  December, 
bu t  no d e f i n i t e  records  of t h i s  s p e c i e s  were obtained du r ing  t h i s  
v i s i t .  I nd iv idua l s  were seen t h a t  had a l l  t he  appearnce of N. 
a rqua ta ,  bu t  t he  only ca l l shea rd  from such b i rds  were t h a t  of 
N. phaeopus. N. a rqua ta  i s  l i k e l y  t o  occur i n  very smal l  - 
numbers, a s  it-does i n  t h e  western  Ind ian  Ocean, f o r  example 
on Aldabra. 

""Bar-tailed Godwit ( ~ i m o s a  -- l apponica)  

'hi0 i n  B. Courpat on 1 May a r e  the  f i r s t  record f o r  t he  
Chagos. It i s  recorded f r o m  the  western Indian Ocean by Penny 
(1  971 ) and Lous tau-Lalanne (1  963) . The win te r ing  range extends 
a s  f a r  a s  t h e  west coas t  of I n d i a  and i t  i s  recorded from t h e  
Maldives. Most of these  records  a r e  of small  numbers. 

"Wood Sandpiper ( ~ r i n g a  - L p. lareola)  

'Two toge the r  and l a t e r  a  s i n g l e  a t  t h e  Point  Marianne 
marsh on 5 Apr i l  and 1 t he re  on 1 5  Apr i l  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  records  
f o r  the Chagos, bu t  i t  i s  recorded from the  Maldives a s  a  
r egu la r  w in t e r  v i s i t o r ,  wi th  some summer records .  

**Common Sandpiper ( ~ r i n g a  -- hypoleucos) 

Seen only a t  Point  Marianne by t h e  lagoon shore  o r  f l y i n g  
a long  t h e  lagoon pas t  t he  v i l l a g e .  Records were as fo l lows:  
1 between 20 and 24 March; 2  on 1 A p r i l ;  1 on 13 A p r i l ;  2  
on 15 Apr i l .  

These a r e  t h e  firAt records  f o r  t he  Chagos, a l though i t  
occurs i n  moderate numbers i n  t h e  Maldives. 



**Terek Sandpiper  enus us - cinereus) 
Two seen at B. Sec on 23 and 24 April are the first 

record for the Chagos. It is recorded from the Maldives. 

**Greenshank (T= - nebularia) 

One seen three times at Point Marianne marsh on 5 April 
is the first record for the Chagos, but it is a frequent 
visitor to the Maldives. 

Sanderling (~rocethia alba) 

Regularly seen in small numbers with other waders, 
particularly Curlew Sandpiper. 

At Point Marianne there were 3 on 1 April, 10 on 5 April, 
10 on 12 April, 1 on 26 April; 2 on 26 April at B. Sec; 1 on 
13 May at B. Canon; 1 on 10 May and 4 on 13 May at B. Maurice; 
c. 10 on 1 April and 1 on 10 May on the inland pool by B. Lubine. 

Loustau-Lalanne's record of 2 in December 1960 is the only 
other record of this species from the Chagos. Small numbers 
are recorded from the Maldives. 

Curlew Sandpiper (~alidris - testacea) 

A common wader in barachois areas and some inland pools, 
outnumbered only by Turnstones. 

The highest number seen was c.70 on 1 April and c.60 on 
10 May in a small inland pool to the N.E. of B. Lubine. On 
both occasions the tide was high and, since at other times ten 
was the most seen here, it is likely that they congregated here 
due to the flooding of the nearby tidal barachois. At a time 
when the Bacopa-covered part of the Point Marianne marsh was 
fairly dry and considerable areas of mud were exposed, c.60 
were seen (5 ~ ~ r i l ) ,  but otherwise, although always present 
here, their numbers did not exceed. c. 15. The open water and 
mud section of the Point Marianne marsh adjacent to, and to the 
north of the main Bacopa area, was quite popular in the early 
part of April, but as this area became drier from towards the 
end of April, it became less attractive to waders. Curlew 
Sandpipers were usually present in other barachois: 4 in B. 
Sec on 23 April and 24 April and 5 here on 27 April; c.5 in 
the small barachois between B.  Sec and the southern barachois 
area on 25 April; 3 in B. Sylvain on 30 April and c.25 in the 
whole of the southern barachois on 1 May; c.10 in B. La Paille 
Sec on 13 May; c.22 in B. Canon on 13 May; 2 on the N.W. edge 
of B. Maurice on 8 May with over 10 in the main barachois area 
as a whole on 10 May and 13 May with a further 15 in a mudded 
area to the south of the main barachois on 13 May. 



Inland, one was on Mare Julien on 3 April and small numbers 
-iere frequently seen on pools flooded by heavy rain, even in 
Jense forest, as around Point Marianne on 13 April. One was 
sn the pools at the S.W. end of Ile Milieu on 3 May. 

It did not occur on the ocean shore or on the lagoon 
shore away from barachois areas. 

One trapped and ringed at Point Marianne on 14 April 
showed no active moult and had a wing length of l32rnm. All 
3irds were in non-breeding dress. 

Previously recorded as in Bourne (1971) and in the Maldives. 

2rab Plover (~romas ardeola) 

Small numbers only in the two largest barachois areas as 
Follows: 7 (3 adults, 4 immatures) in B. Barrer on 30 April; 
20 (c.10 adults, c.10 immatures) in southern barachois on 1 
.lay; 1 at N.W. edge of B. Maurice on 8 May and 6 in B. Maurice 
,n 10 May. 

A species that was not as common at the time of this visit 
1s is suggested by previous reports. It is common on islands 
)f the western Indian Ocean such as Aldabra and is recorded 
?egularly from the Maldives. The only definite breeding area 
.s the coast of Somalia. Loustau-Lalanne (1963) thought it may 
,reed in the Seychelles and Gadow and Gardiner (1907) were told 
;hat it bred on Diego Garcia. Breeding has not been confirmed 
rt either of these localities and there was certainly no 
vidence of it on Diego Garcia during this visit. 

*Roseate Tern (sterna -- dougalli) 

Birds that were, without doubt, this species were mixed 
ith flocks of Crested Tern. C.15 were at Point Marianne on 
April, 12 April and 17 April, but were not seen on any visit 
o this area in May. Five were in the southern barachois 
courpat) on 1 May. 

When seen they were not identified, but were described as 
much smaller than Crested, but slightly larger than Black-naped 
ern. The bill appeared uniformly dark, a narrow white forehead, 
lack cap extending narrowly down the nape. Rest of head and 
elly white. Upper wings and mantle uniformly grey and rump 
nd tail white in apparent adults; apparent young birds seen 
o have dark (black) along lesser coverts, this is visible in 
esting birds. Generally a very slim, sleek species." Later 
17 april) it was noted that the legs were black. The apparent 
oung birds were undoubtedly in their first year and the apparent 
iults would appear to be adults in winter plumage. 

First record for Chagos, but reported from, and possibly 
reeding in, Maldives. 



**Little Tern (sterna - albifrons) 

Only seen on two occasions, both at the southern mud 
section of the marsh at Point Marianne. A party of 15 flew 
rapidly out of the marsh into thc lagoon on 12 April. Although 
they gave a rather brief view, they called and there can be 
little doubt but that they were this speci.es. Two that were 
subsequently seen here on 15 April gave better views. 

First record for Chagos and not recorded from Maldives. 

Black-naped Tern (sterna -- - sumatrana) 

Generally not a very common species around most of the 
island, they were regularly seen in small numbers at the 
entrance to the barachois at Point Marianne and Sec. One was 
seen while passing through Point Marianne on 1 April and five 
were here with other terns on a shingle bar exposed by low water 
on 5 April. The same number were present on 12 April, but 
numbers subsequently dropped. Four to six were present at the 
entrance to R.  Sec between 23 April and 28 April, generally 
seen at low tide sitting on an exposed tree trunk. These were 
still present on 1 9  May. At neither of these sites was there 
any evidence of breeding. Definite breeding was observed at 
Ile Milieu on 3 May where about 30 pairs were present. Four 
nests of two eggs each were seen and many young to flying stage. 
The birds were nesting on the beach ridge to the south (lagoon 
side) of the island and within the beach ridge on the south west 
edge of the pool area. The same number was present on 15 May. 
One pair was seen on Ile Grande Barbe on 3 May, but there was 
no evidence of breeding and no birds were seen there on 15 May. 
On 3 May there were about 8 including two each with flying 
young on Ile La Passe, but no nests were seen. 

These reports confirm other recent observations. Phillips 
found this the most abundant and widespread tern in the Maldives. 

Sooty Tern (sterna fuscata) - 

Numbers seen only at the lagoon mouth islets: c.10 on Ile 
Milieu and c.30 on Ile La Passe on 3 May. In neither case was 
any evidence of breeding seen and there was none on Ile Milieu 
on 15 May. While crossing the lagoon on 10 April one was seen 
flying westward over the lagoon. See appendix I for records of 
birds seen on sea crossings. 

This may not have been the best season for this species, 
but it seems likely that if this bird does still breed on Diego 
Garcia, it does so only in small numbers. It breeds in large 
numbers elsewhere in the Chagos, but is rare in the Maldives. 

Crested Tern (Thalasseus - bergii) "Goeland Sardine" 

Very common around the atoll either feeding in the lagoon 
or roosting on exposed sand or mud in the major barachois. 



A t  Ec l ip se  Point  4-6 were f eed ing  a long the  lagoon coas t  
'on most days and s i m i l a r  numbers were seen a t  Roche Point  and 
East  Po in t .  A few were seen on s e a  c ross ings  between Ec l ipse  
Point  and East  Po in t .  C.80 were w i t h  Lesser  Crested Terns (T. 
benga lens i s ) ,  Black-naped Terns and Roseate Terns on t h e  south- 
e rn  entrance t o  the  Point  Marianne marsh on 5  Apr i l .  C.lOO were 
here  on 12 A p r i l ,  but  from t h i s  d a t e  numbers began t o  drop he re :  
c.20 on 17 A p r i l ,  c.70 t e r n s  i nc lud ing  o the r  spec ies  on 23 
A p r i l ,  c.30 inc lud ing  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  on 5  May, 10 on 18 May, 
c .20 were i n  t h e  southern barachois  on 1 May, c.80 i n  B. Maurice 
inc lud ing  t h r e e  i n  t h e  most i n l and  reaches  on 10 May. C.10 were 
on the  sand bore t o  t he  S.W. of I l e  Mil ieu on 3 May. None of 
t h e s e  b i r d s  was i n  a  markedly immature plumage, and nowhere was 
any evidence of breeding o'bserved. 

Two were caught a t  Point  Marianne on 1 4  Apr i l .  Both were 
a d u l t s  i n  primary moult. One (weight 260g) had primary 10 
( o u t e r )  o ld ,  9  missing,  8  2/5 grown, 7 4/5 grown, 6-1 new. The 
o the r  (weight over 260g) had pr imar ies  10 and 9 o l d ,  8 missing,  
7 4/5 grown, 6-1 new. 

This spec i e s  has been recorded a s  a  poss ib l e  b reed ing  
spec i e s  elsewhere i n  t h e  Chagos, bu t  t h e r e  was no evidence of 
t h i s  on Diego Garcia dur ing  the  t ime of t h i s  v i s i t ,  a t  a  time 
when they would be l i k e l y  t o  do s o .  However, many a d u l t s  
showed a  c l e a r  b lack  crown, t y p i c a l  of breeding b i r d s .  Presen t  
i n  Maldives. 

**Lesser Crested Tern ( ~ h a l a s s e u s  benga lens i s )  - 
Only seen i n  the  company of Cres ted  Terns where t h i s  

spec ies  f locked  on the  exposed mud of major barachois .  The 
a r i g h t  orange b i l l  was used t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h i s  spec i e s  from 
E .  b e r g i i  w i t h  i t s  yellow o r  greenish-yellow b i l l .  

One was wi th  Crested Terns a t  Point  Marianne on 5 Apr i l ,  
three  a t  t h i s  same s i t e  on 12 A p r i l  and 17  Apr i l  and one on 
18 Apr i l .  Three were i n  t he  sou thern  barachois  on 1 May, f i v e  
ie re  on I l e  Mil ieu on 3  May. 

The f i rs t  d e f i n i t e  records  of t h i s  spec ies  from the  Chagos, 
~ l t h o u g h  Odling-Smee thought t h a t  they  may have been p re sen t  i n  
964 ( ~ o u r n e ,  1966). Presen t  i n  Maldives. 

Toddy Tern  nous us -- s t o l i d u s )  

Large numbers breed i n  t he  crowns of coconut t r e e s .  The 
lain mainland breeding a r e a ,  a t  t h e  time of my v i s i t  seemed t o  
)e from t h e  n o r t h  west a r e a  t o  j u s t  n o r t h  of Point  Marianne, 
rhere t h e r e  was o f t e n  more than  one p a i r  i n  a  t r e e .  They d i d  
lot appear t o  breed i n  t he  a r e a  of Point  Marianne i t s e l f  o r  i n  
;he a r e a  of s h o r t e r  coconut t r e e s  t o  t h e  south.  They were then  

',cry common aga in  i n  t he  t a l l  "Cocos Ban Dieu" a r e a s  t o  t h e  



north and south of De Moulin, but while still plentiful were 
not as numerous nearer the south end of the island. They were 
virtually absent from the southern tip up the eastern arm of 
the island to Minni Minni, but some were present in the bara- 
chois areas to the south of East Point and occasionally chicks 
were heard calling in this area on 13 May. The area north of 
Minni Minni was not well investigated, but from two trips to 
N.E. Point it seemed that they were virtually absent until the 
N.E. area itself, where they were again common. 

Several hundred were on Ile Grande Barbe on 3 May and 15 
May. It is likely that some of these were breeding in Hernandia 
as well as coconut trees. There was no evidence of breeding on 
Ile Milieu on 3 May or 15 May. On Ile La Passe on 3 May about 
100 birds were present, breeding in coconut trees and down to 
ground level. On the ground, four well grown chicks with some 
downy remnants were found as well as about 30 nests each with 
a single egg. The ground nests were mostly under Scaevola 
bushes with some around the buttress roots of Hernandia. One 
nest in the crown of a coconut tree also contained a single 
egg. The nests were all rather rough simple nests of dead 
leaves and a few twigs, although the nest in the crown of a 
coconut tree was a little more substantial. 

With the clearing of a large part of the north west area, 
this species must have suffered quite considerably and several 
young birds were brought to the main camp. On 4 April one young: 
with a trace of down which it soon lost, could fly well by 20 
April; on 6 April one with a general covering of down and flighl 
feathers not fully grown; one well grown chick on 7 April; one 
very small downy chick on 7 April; one just flying was found at 
De Moulin on 25 April. Young were heard calling from the coconu- 
trees during the entire visit. 

Few birds seemed to use the lagoon for feeding, but there 
were usually some, particularly by the coast where they were 
frequently seen to collect leaves of Cymodocea, presumably for 
nest building. On the ocean side, large shoals of small fish 
moving along the coast with incoming tides would attract numbers 
of Noddy Terns. It is likely that most birds feed well out to 
sea and on evening sea-watches on the ocean side, at De Moulin 
and Roche Point, numbers could be observed returning to the 
island. From these points many birds were moving northwards 
up the coast presumably to the major breeding centres on the 
north-west from feeding areas to the south of the atoll. 

Visitors to the atoll at the end of the last century 
referred to large colonies on the mainland (on the ground and 
in trees), but visitors in the 79601s refer to them as only 
occurring on the lagoon mouth islets. Predation by humans and 
other animals undoubtedly discouraged ground nesting on the 
mainland, but the very large numbers now breeding in trees on 
the mainland are unlikely to have recently re-acquired the 
practice. 



It breeds  i n  l a r g e  numbers elsewhere i n  t he  Chagos, bu t  
r a r e l y  i n  t h e  Maldives. 

Lesser  Noddy  nous us t e n u i r o s t r i s )  has been recorded by 
s e v e r a l  e a r l i e r  v i s i t o r s ,  bu t  was not  seen dur ing t h i s  v i s i t  

Fa i ry  Tern (~yg is  a l b a )  "Goeland Blanc" 

Common and breeding around t h e  e n t i r e  i s l a n d .  For  breeding 
they seemed t o  favour  Casuarina,  where t h i s  was common, such a s  
around Ec l ip se  Poin t .  Taking t h e  a t o l l  a s  a  whole, Hernandia 
was probably by f a r  t he  m o s t  used t r e e .  Cer ta in ly  i n  t h e  a r eas  
t h a t  were predominantly coconut,  t h e r e  were u sua l ly  i s o l a t e d  
s i n g l e  o r  s m a l l  groups of Bernandia and these  were gene ra l ly  
occupied by one o r  more p a i r s .  I n  a r c a s  of more mixed woodland, 
o r  a reas  of predominantly broad-leafed woodland, gernandia  was 
again  the  t r e e  most f r equen t ly  used f o r  breeding,  a l though 
Calophyllum was o f t e n  used where i t  occurred.  Occupied t r e e s  
were gene ra l ly  wi th in  ready reach of t he  ocean o r  lagoon,  but 
t h e  proximity of water  of  any s o r t  seemed s u f f i c i e n t  s t imulus  
f o r  Fa i ry  Tern occupat ion,  thus  i t  was only a r eas  w i th  a wide 
land r i m  and absence of a  water  system such a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  
reg ion  of t h e  N.W. a r e a  and p a r t s  of t h e  ea s t e rn  land r i m  where 
t h i s  spec i e s  was no t  apparen t ly  breeding.  There were about 50 
p a i r s  on I l e  Grande Barbe, c .5  p a i r s  on I l e  Mil ieu and 2  p a i r s  
on I l e  La Passe ,  on 3 May. 

I n  most cases  r e f e r r e d  t o  above, breeding i s  assumed from 
the a g i t a t i o n  of a d u l t  b i r d s  which would hover very c l o s e  t o  
the i n t r u d e r  g iv ing  a  repea ted  "Doink, Doink" c a l l ,  even a t  
l i g h t .  P o s i t i v e  breeding was recorded from seve ra l  such in s t ances  
h e  downy ch ick  was seen about 30' up i n  a  C a s u a r i ~  near  t he  
tcean coas t  t o  t he  west of E c l i p s e  Point  on 30 March. On 31 March 
I young b i r d ,  mainly whi te ,  but  wi th  some down, was repor ted  by 
me of t h e  cons t ruc t ion  b a t t a l i o n .  On I l e  Grande Barbe one egg 
ias seen on a brach of a  Hernandia by the  lagoon beach and many --- 
.oung b i r d s  of a  complete s i z e  range were seen i n  Hernan* up 
:o a  he igh t  of a t  l e a s t  6 0 ' .  One dese r t ed  chick was found a t  
:he base o f  a Casuarina a t  Ec l ipse  Point  on 3  Apr i l .  A t  t h i s  
ime i t  w a s  we l l  grown, bu t  s t i l l  w i th  q u i t e  a l o t  of down; i t  
eighed 55g. It would take  small  f i s h  o r  f i s h  p ieces  r e a d i l y  
rom the  hand, would d r i n k  water by i t s e l f  and preened a c t i v e l y .  
t was q u i e t  u n t i l  joined by young Noddy Terns ,  when i t  gave a  
epeated "See, s ee"  c a l l  f o r  prolonged per iods ,  keeping wel l  
way from i t s  b lack  cousins .  By 1 9  Apr i l  t h i s  b i r d  could f l y  
u i t e  wel l  and weighed 84g, but  s t i l l  had some down around the  
eck and on the  b e l l y .  I t  had l o s t  a l l  i t s  down and was f l y i n g  
u i t e  s t r o n g l y  before  i t  myster iously  d ied  on 25 Apr i l .  

The s t a t u s  of t h i s  spec ies  seems unchanged s i n c e  previous  
e p o r t s .  



Ind ian  Barred Ground Dove (Geopelia -- s t r i a t a )  "Tur tur  cocos" 

According t o  r e s i d e n t  Seyche l lo i s ,  16 b i r d s  were brought 
t o  Diego Garcia n ine  y e a r s  p rev ious ly  (1962).  They were kept  
i n  c a p t i v i t y  i n i t i a l l y ,  but a f t e r  4 died  the remaini.ng 12 were 
r e l ea sed .  The year  of r e l e a s e  i s  apparen t ly  i n c o r r e c t ,  s i nce  
Loustau-Lalanne (-1962) found them presen t  i n  1960 a f t e r  t h e i r  
r e l e a s e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h a t  year .  Assuming the  o t h e r  irlformation 
t o  be c o r r e c t ,  they have now s u c c e s s f u l l y  spread from t h e  
r e l e a s e  po in t  a t  East  Po in t  around t h e  i s l a n d ,  bu t  a r e  nowhere 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  common. They occur a long  the  whole of the  e a s t e r n  
arm of t h e  a t o l l  and up the  western arm a s  f a r  a s  Po in t  Marianne. 
On a t r i p  round the  whole i s l a n d  on 1 A p r i l ,  only one was seen 
on the  western arm ( a t  Roche P o i n t ) .  It was q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  
seen on the  e a s t e r n  arm, p a r t i c u l a r l y  near  t he  s e t t l emen t  a r e a s  
of Eas t  Point  and Minni Minni. During a b r i e f  s t a y  a t  Roche 
Poin t  one was aga in  seen  on 30 Apr i l .  During 7 days a t  De Moulin 
a t  l e a s t  two were r e g u l a r l y  seen t o  t he  sou th  of t he  v i l l a g e  
c l e a r i n g ,  and a f l o c k  of between 5 and 10 i n  a c l e a r  a r e a  by the  
ocean coas t  t o  t he  n o r t h  west of the  v i l l a g e .  Twelve were seen 
between the  l a t t e r  a r e a  and Poin t  Marianne (Tamil) on 5 May. I n  
t he  a r e a  of Point  Marianne, i t s e l f ,  only s i n g l e  b i r d s  were seen 
on 8 Apr i l  and 15  A p r i l ,  bo th  i n  t he  same a r e a  near  t h e  ocean 
coas t  t o  t h e  N.W. of t h e  marsh. 

T u r t l e  Dove ( ~ t r e p t o p e l i a  pictu ) "Turtur  des i l e s "  

Common around t h e  e n t i r e  land r i m ,  bu t  probably more common 
on t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f ,  bo th  i n  densely  f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  of more o r  
l e s s  pure coconut o r  of  mixed broad-leafed woodland, and i n  
r e l a t i v e l y  open a reas .  It was p a r t i c u l a r l y  abundant a t  t h e  
sou th  end of t he  i s l a n d  i n  the  t a l l  Hernandia f o r e s t  a r e a  betweer 
t h e  barachois  and t h e  ocean and up the  western arm i n  t he  t a l l  
dense broad-leafed woodland a r e a s  (30 ~ ~ r i l ) .  But by f a r  t he  
denses t  populat ion was on I l e  Grande Barbe ( 3  May and 15 May). 
The high dens i ty  on t h i s  i s l e t  was wel l  known t o  t h e  Seyche l lo i s ,  
but  they s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  the  numbers here  had dropped 
markedly i n  recen t  y e a r s .  The spec i e s  was no t  seen  on e i t h e r  
of t h e  o the r  two lagoon mouth i s l e t s .  It was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
common on a reas  c l e a r e d  f o r  development, such a s  t h e  a i r s t r i p .  
Large numbers of i n d i v i d u a l s  would c o l l e c t ,  sometimes forming 
loose  f l ocks  of up t o  20, t o  feed  on these  a r e a s  a f t e r  t h e i r  
i n i t i a l  c learance.  

No d e t a i l s  of b reed ing  were obta ined.  



Five were caught and ringed: 

Moult of 
Ring No. Date Locality Wing length Weight primaries 

DS96003 17.iv. Pt.Narianne 164 163 No moult 

12~43904 18.iv. Pt.Marianne 179 198 No moult 
on rt. wing 
1t.wing: 
0003NNNNNN 

~ ~ 4 3 9 0 5  18.iv. Pt .Marianne 172 185 No moult 

EF43906 10.v. Pt. East 165 156 No moult 

EF43907 I 1  .v. Pt. East I 66 164 No moult 

The wing lengths suggest that 03, 06 and 07 were female, 
and 04 and 05 were male. The head colour, examined from both 
trapped birds and from field observations, was very variable. 
Such observations and photographs as were taken do little to 
help resolve the question of the affinities of this dove, which 
has been described as a separate subspecies, 2. 2 .  m. 03 
(female) had a blue-grey head; in 04 (male) the crown and 
forehead are quite blue-grey while the nape and sides of the 
neck and face are somewhat pink; in 05 (male) the whole head 
is a clear blue-grey which extends somewhat onto the upper 
chest and toward the shoulders; in 06 (female) the blue-grey 
is restricted to the crown and forehead with that on the fore- 
head having a notable suffusion of pink, while the sides of the 
face carry only a suggestion of grey; 07 (female) has the head 
almost entirely pink, with only the slightest hint of grey on 
the crown. The eye is a dark reddish-brown with the surrounding 
skin a deep purplish-red. The bill has the basal half a deep 
lilac colour and the apical half pale greyish white. The feet 
are a deep purple above with soles buffish to grey. 

The wing measurement of live birds given here tend towards 
the figures for nominate picturata rather than for comorensis. 
These data suggest that further specimens are likely to provide 
evidence to support the suggestion that the Turtle Dove on Diego 
Garcia is derived from an artificial introduction of picturata, 
possibly with some comorensis co ens on, 1970). 
**"Le Merle", presumably the Bulbul ( ~ ~ p s i p t e s  borbonicus 

olivaceus) 

According to the resident Seychellois, this species was 
introduced at some time from Mauritius. They say it became 
common by about 1953, but at this time it suddenly died out 
and was not reintroduced. 

This introduction has not been recorded before and the 
species is not known to have been introduced elsewhere in the 
Chagos . 



Indian Mynah (Acridotheres - -- tristis) 

According to resident Seychellois the mynah was introduced 
in the mid-1950's. Fifteen were brought from Mahe in the Sey- 
chelles in 1953, but died before reaching Diego Garcia. In 
1954 or 1955, 12 were brought from Agalega and released. It is 
now the commonest land bird over the whole island and flocks of 
up to 30 were not uncommon. In the cleared area at De Moulin 
there were usually about 20 feeding in a loose flock. They were 
quite common even in such places as the thicker parts of the 
separating land spits of the southern barachois from where they 
would make sorties onto the mud to feed. They took advantage 
of the clearing activities in the northwest, and large numbers 
collected on the ground that had been turned over and amongst 
the accumulations of felled trees and other vegetation. Fresh 
copra laid out to sun-dry at the East Point settlement was also 
a great 'attraction and c.150 would concentrate on the copra 
drying platforms. A further 100 or so would feed around the 
village areas associated with copra preparation. One was heard 
on Ile Grande Barbe on 3 May (but none on 15 ~ a ~ )  and one was 
seen on Ile La Passe on 3 May. 

According to the Seychellois the peak breeding season is 
around February, when they nest in holes at the top of rotted 
coconut trunks and around the crowns of living trees. 

Thirteen Mynahs were trapped and examined. Weights, 
measurements and moult are as the following table: 

Locality 

Pt. Marianne 

East Point 
I t  

I 

The moult 

Date Weight 

12.iv. - 
18.iv. - 
I 1  .v. 128 

lo8 

102 

105 

93 
120 

121 

129 

114 
1 1 0  

I! 94 

was symmetrical 

Wing length 

- 
- 
144 
142 

136 

139 

138 

145 

149 

147 
140 

147 
132 

in all cases. 

Primary Moult 

000000-1 NN 

0000001 ~ N N  

000-4NNNNN 

00003NNNNN 

0000001 4NN 

OOOOOOOONN 

000000000- 

OO-4NNNNNN 

-1 4NNNNNNN 

00000-3NNN 

OOOOOOOONN 

00003NNNNN 

000003NNNN 



The white patch of the left wing of the birds trapped at 
East Point was painted red with a "magic marker" and eight of 
these were released at Eclipse Point. This marking would be 
difficult to see in resting birds, but was readily visible i n  
flight. One of these was seen just north of Point Marianne a 
week later, but none was seen at East Point up to the time of 
my departure (23 May). Since all these birds were in active 
primary moult, they would have moulted out most of these red 
feathers after a fairly short interval.. One mynah found dead 
at De Moulin, 26 April 1971, showed primary moult as follows: 
00004NNNN. 

Forbes-Watson (1969) noted that throughout the Comoro 
Islands the mynah was frequently seen associated with domestic 
stock, parching on their backs and feeding in the area disturbed 
by the "host" or sometimes apparently feeding directly from the 
animals' backs. No such behaviour was noted on Diego Garcia, 
either in the main Seychellois settlement where there was a 
mixture of domestic animals or around the rest of the atoll 
where feral donkeys were quite common. 

It is extraordinary that Loustau-Lalanne (1962) did not 
see the Mynah in 1960, since it was the commonest land bird by 
1964 (~dling-~mee in Bourne, 1966) and is particularly fond of 
the fresh copra laid out to sun-dry at the main settlement at 
East Point. 

Madagascar Fody (~oudia madagascariensis) 

The second corml~onest land bird, found around the entire 
atoll. Near the beginning of the present visit, breeding pairs 
were well distributed in all types of habitat. Two empty nests 
were seen: one abou-t 20' up in a Casuarina near Eclipse Point 
on 28 March and apparently made of Casuarina needles; the other 
one, found recently fall-en to the ground just north of Mare 
Julien on 19 April, was c.2" wide and 3-4" deep inside. It was 
entirely made of grass, coarse on the outside, with a fine grass 
fibre lining; the whole structure was rather thin and quite 
loose with very little suggestion of a porch. Droppings on the 
outside suggested that young had been recently reared. A fledg- 
ling was found by a member of the construction battalion on 31 
March and a female was feeding a fledgling at Eclipse Point on 
8 April. At this time the breeding season was coming to a close 
and many males were coming out of breeding plumage (even some 
of those still attending young), giving a great excess of dull 
coloured birds. Towards the end of April it was noticeable that 
there were not so many in the woods and that whereas occasional 
flocks of six to ten had been noted soon after arrival on the 
island, flocks of up to 30 were regularly seen in certain clear- 
ings of grass, etc. Males in full breeding dress were absent 
from these flocks. Such flocks were particularly regular at 
Point Marianne and De Moulin. 



They were present 1.n small numbers on Tle Grande Barbe, 
but were not scen on either of the other lagoon mouth islets 
(3 May). 

Six were caught and ringed from a flock of c.30 feeding 
amongst mixed herbs in the clearing at De Moulin on 28 April. 
Weights and measurements of these birds are given in the 
table on page 21. 

The moult of these individua1.s was as follows: 
52 (adult male) some red on head, most of rest lost. Primaries: 
00000001 NN. 
52 (adult female) central tail feathers moulting. Primaries: 
0001 3NNNNN. 

juvenj.le) no moult. 
adult female) tail moulting: central ones N ,  outer 2 .  

Primaries : -1 23bNNNNN.  
56 (juvenile) no moult. 
57 (adult female) cen.tral tail feathers moulted. Primaries: 
0000001 3NN.  (~eet defornied: only hind claw on both feet, 
other toes represented by stumps). 

It is likely that birds such as those seen by Finsch and 
by Stoddart in July and Aumst were losing the breeding dress 
and not coming into this plumage as is suggested in Bourne 
(1971 ) .  

No individuals were seen that suggested I?. eminentissima 
or any atypical colour forms of F. madagascariensis, although 
the latter, especially, would. have geen difficult to distinguish 
from typical madagascariensis in post-breeding moult. 
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APPENDIX I 

Birds seen on sea-voyages: -- 
18-19 March, and Diego Garcia to 

The co-ordinates of sightings are extremely approximate, 
being calculated from the time of observation assuming the 
ship to be moving at a constant speed for the whole journey 
and in a direct line between the two islands, as calculated 
from a Mercator's projection. 

18 March 4 Sooty Tern I ~ O S ,  6 3 O ~  
3 Boobies ( ?  S. sula) " 
These were the o z b i r d s  seen on the outward crossing. 

24 May No birds seen. 
25 May 12.30 c.30 Sooty Tern 13~45'5, 64'451~ 

1 Great Skua (~atharacta -- skua) 13:45'~, 
64 45112 

15.30 10 Sooty Tern 14°15'~, 64O15'E 
17.00 30 Sooty Tern 14°30t~, 64'~ 

1 Adult male Lesser Frigate 14~30:~, 64'~ 
26 May 10.45-11.15 10.45 1 Sooty Tern 17Os, 61 15'E 

2 " " NW 
2 " " SW 

1 1 .OO 60 " " SE 17O.5, 61°~ 
1 Tern sp. (white) SE 
5 Sooty Tern SE 

1 1  .I5 2 " " NE17:15'~, 6 0 ~ 4 5 ' ~  
13.00-15.45 14.00 1 " N C17030'S, 6 0 ~ 3 0 1 ~  

14.30 1 " S 71 7,30tS, 6 0 ~ 3 0 ' ~  
15.00 2 " ,, ~ ( 1 7 ~ 4 5 ~ s ,  6 0 ~ 1 5 ' ~  
75.30 4 Noddy Tern NW17 :5'S, 6 0 ~ 1 5 ' ~  

16.45-17.45 17.00 2 Sooty Tern SE< 18 S, 60°E 



APPENDIX I T  

Notes on o t h e r  v e r t e b r a t e s  

Rep t i l e s  - 

Stoddar t  (1971, 169) no tes  o ld  records  of two spec i e s  of 
gecko from Diego Garcia,  but  a l l  of t he  91 specimens c o l l e c t e d  
by H.A.  Fehlmann i n  1967 were the  common Hemidactylus f r ena tus  
Schlegel  and none was the  o the r  recorded s p e c i e s ,  Lepidodactylus 
lugubr i s  Dumeril and Bibron. Three specimens taken i n  1971 from - 
f a i r l y  n a t u r a l  s i t e s  proved t o  inc lude  both  spec i e s  ( i d e n t i f i e d  
by A.P. Russe l l ) :  

H. f r e n a t u s  Schlege l .  Ec l ip se  Po in t .  5 Apri.1 1971. I n  - 
r o t t i n g  stump of C a s u a r i s .  
L. lugubr i s  ( ~ u m e r i l  and Ribron) .  Ecl.ipse Poin t .  5 Apr i l  - 
1971 and 4 May 1971. 

A s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  was made t o  look f o r  t he  mud-turtles ( s ee  
S toddar t  1971, 168) pa r t i . cu l a r ly  i n  t h e  wet a r e a s  of' t h e  western 
arm, but  wi.th no success .  Cer ta in  of t h e  Seyche l lo i s  l i v i n g  a t  
East Point  s a i d  t h a t  they s t i l l  e x i s t  i n  some wet a reas  near  
t h e r e ,  but  t h a t  they a r e  extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  ou t s ide  
t h e  very wet per iods .  Offers  of reward f o r  f i n d i n g  specimens 
produced nothing.  The p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  they do occur i s  
supported by the  f a c t  t h a t  t he  act i -ng manager of t h e  i s l a n d  
se t t l emen t ,  Marcel Moulinik, had two i n  c a p t i v i t y  i n  h i s  garden 
when he was l a s t  on t h e  i s l a n d  i n  1968. T t  i s  s t i l l  unce r t a in  
which of t h e  t w o  s p e c i e s  t h a t  were previously  found the re  s t i l l  
surv ives .  

The only marine cbelonian recorded du r ing  t h i s  v i s i t  was 
t h e  Hawksbill T u r t l e ,  -- Eretmochelys imbr ica ta .  O n  a r r i v a l  
(20 March 1971) the  s h e l l  of a  r e c e n t l y  kil . led specimen was 
seen a t  ~ c l i p s k  Poin t .  On thc  n igh t  of 31 March-1 Apr i l  one 
was caught on the  ocean s i d e  near  Roche Poin t  and r e l ea sed  a t  
Ec l ipse  Poin t .  It was a  female w i th  t he  fo l lowing  measurements: 
l eng th  of' carapace (over  t he  curve)  1 ' 6 " ;  width over carapace 
1 ' 4 " ;  l eng th  of p l a s t r o n  1 ' 1%" ;  width  of p l a s t r o n  1 ' 2 " .  

They were occas iona l ly  repor ted  from the  lagoon i n  1971. 
The ocean shore  o f f e r s  very few s u i t a b l e  n e s t i n g  s i t e s  f o r  
% t u r t l e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the  western h a l f  and the  lagoon mouth 
i s l e t s ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  s u i t a b l e  s i t e s  on the  e a s t e r n  ocean beach, 
on the  lagoon shore  of the  main land r i m  and probably on t h e  
lagoon shore  of I l e  Grande Barbe, a l though i t  i s  doubt fu l  
whether they e v e r  bred i n  l a r g e  numbers on t h e  i s l a n d .  

Mammals 

Rats were very common and widespread,  bu t  not a s  common 
a s  previous r e p o r t s  have suggested.  The a c t i n g  manager, Marcel 
MouliniB, a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  they were nowhere near  a s  common a s  



they had been at the t:ime of his last stay there in 1968. 
However, they are still very much in evidence, both around 
habitations and among the coconut areas. In the latter areas, 
the damage done in causing the premature drop of the nuts by 
eating through the base of young nuts to get the milk, was a 
very common sight. The drop in numbers is unaccountable. It 
is unlikely to be the result of human effort for the bounties 
offered at various times. It is perhaps worth noting that the 
figures quoted for the numbers of rats brought in as a result 
of these bounties (e.g. 30,000 per year in the 1930's) probably 
give a very false picture, since the whole animal was not 
required of the claimant, usual1.y only the tail, and the 
islanders soon learnt to make several of the required part 
from one rat! Two rats were collected, both liattus rattus L. : 
one from De Moulin, 27 April 1971 and one mal~i&]from 
Roche Point, 29 May 1971. 

There are perhaps 200 feral donkeys on the atoll, mainly 
around -the more open dry areas. They wore not seen in the Nl? 
area itself, but all over the rest of the atoll in parties of 
up to 13 including young animals. 

Cats and dogs were conmion. Cats did not s-tray far from 
settlement areas even when these had been deserted for several 
months. Dogs were far more numerous and widespread. An 
extermination campaign, by shooting, was well under way by 
May, 1972. 

Despite intensive observation no bats were seen and none 
caught in mist-nets set at night in possible likely places. 
The islanders confirmed that no bats existed on the island. 
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