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INTRODUCTION 
 
Botanical surveys have been conducted on Diego Garcia several times over the last 
century.  These surveys include those conducted in the Chagos Archipelago between 
1993-1998 for the book “Ecology of the Chagos Archipelago” and some funded 
specifically by the Navy on Diego Garcia.  The most recent Navy-funded survey before 
this one occurred in 1995 in support of the Navy’s Natural Resources Management Plan 
(NRMP).   
 
This botanical survey update was conducted to support the preparation of the 2004 
Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP).   Specific goals were to 
document any significant changes in the species composition, search for rare and 
protected species, new invasive species, and to map the vegetation types using Global 
Positioning System (GPS).   
 
The main island of the atoll (Diego Garcia) was surveyed, along with the three small 
islands that are located at the mouth of the atoll: East, Middle and West islands.  
 

METHODS 
 
Botanical Survey: 
Since there have been several comprehensive surveys resulting in species lists over the 
past century, a new species list was not generated for the main atoll.  Rather, the areas 
were surveyed in a reconnaissance method over a two-week period for significant 
changes in vegetation type, threatened and endangered species, significant native species 
and invasive species.   A species list was generated for East, Middle and West islands 
(see Table 1) since species lists for these islands had not been documented for many 
years. 
 
The plant communities of the main atoll were divided into ten categories:  

• Calophyllum Forest 
• Cocos Forest 
• Cocos-Hernandia Forest 
• Cocos-Guettarda 
• Hernandia 
• Premna shrubland  
• Littoral Scrub 
• Maintained 
• Mixed Native Forest 
• Marshes (Wetland, Mixed Species, Cattail)  

 
See Figures for photos of vegetation types.  Cultivated plants were not assessed for this 
survey although general observations were made. 
 
Vegetation mapping:   
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Vegetation types were classified in the field based upon dominant canopy species.  In 
addition to this classification, a listing was made of other dominant species in the forest.  
Once an area was classified, it was mapped using a GPS unit (Trimble GeoExplorer CE) 
and a map was created using Arc Map.  Additionally, species of management concern 
were also mapped.   
 

RESULTS 
 

Diego Garcia 
Native species:   
The species composition on Diego Garcia is typical of a tropical atoll.  None of the plants 
were identified as endemic, but they are predominantly indigenous (meaning native to the 
atoll, but also found elsewhere).  The exception to this is in the maintained and developed 
areas, which contain many non-native species.   There were no new plant species 
observed during this survey. 
 
Pisonia grandis is one indigenous tree species of particular interest.  It is prevalent on 
East, West and Middle islands and near Barton Point.  There are also scattered individual 
trees on the rest of Diego Garcia.  Near Barton Point and on West, East and Middle 
islands, it is the dominant tree forming the littoral edge. (Figure 1a and 1b) 
 
Several small groves of ifil (Intsia bijuga), a valuable hardwood, were also found.  
Previous descriptions suggest that this plant is a “probable native” to Diego Garcia 
(Sheppard, C.S. 1999, Whistler, 1995).  (Figure 2) 
 
Invasive Species:   
There were several invasive species found during this survey that may be problematic for 
tropical island ecosystems such as Diego Garcia. These are wild tamarind or tangan-
tangan (Leucaena leucocephala), sensitive plant (Mimosa invisa), Star of Bethlehem 
(Laurentia longiflora) and coral berry (Ravina humilis).   All of these species had been 
found on previous surveys.   The Star of Bethlehem appears to be isolated to the 
plantation area, but is a concern since it’s milky sap is very poisonous if ingested.  
 
Vegetation Types: 
 
Calophyllum Forest:  This forest type is found in several areas throughout the island, but 
is mostly concentrated on the eastern, undeveloped side of the atoll near Minni Minni and 
East Point plantation.  It is dominated by Alexandrian laurel or tamanu (Calophyllum 
inophyllum) with a trunk that can grow in excess of 2 meters.  This forest often contains 
other species such as Hernandia sonora (lantern tree), Cocos nucifera (coconut) and 
Guettarda speciosa (panao) with a Premna obtusifolia edge. When found on the beaches, 
Calophyllum often extends over the lagoon water and supports nesting red-footed 
boobies, as does Barringtonia asiatica (fish-poison or rose tree). 
 
Cocos Forest:  Cocos nucifera forest is almost entirely monotypic.  The canopy species is 
Cocos and the understory is Cocos seedlings. (Figure 3) 
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Cocos-Hernandia Forest:  This forest is dominated by two canopy species Cocos nucifera 
and Hernandia sonora. (Figure 4) 
 
Cocos-Guettarda Forest:  This forest has two dominant canopy species, Cocos nucifera 
and Guettarda speciosa.  The understory is comprised of a mix of Neisosperma 
oppositifolium, with Scaevola taccada and Tournefortia argentea (beach heliotrope) on 
the beach edge.  (Figure 5) 
 
Hernandia Forest:  This forest type is dominated at the canopy level by Hernandia 
sonora.  The most representative areas of this forest type are on the eastern, undeveloped 
part of the atoll.  Calophyllum inophyllum and Cocos nucifera are often present.  
Understory species in this forest are often Morinda citrifolia (Indian mulberry or noni), 
Cocos seedlings and Asplenium nidus (bird’s nest fern). Occasionally, Neisosperma 
oppositifolium and Guettarda speciosa (guettarda) are also found in this forest type. 
(Figure 6) 
 
Premna shrubland:  This vegetation type seems to occur between marshy areas and 
forested areas.  The most conspicuous vegetation is primarily Premna obtusifolia, with 
ironwood and Scaevola taccada (scaevola or naupaka) on the margins.  The dense 
groundcover consists of species such as Fimbristylis cymosa, Ipomea pes-caprae 
(morning glory) and Triumfetta procumbens.  Premna shrubland appears mostly adjacent 
to the developed areas of the atoll, particularly in the well areas. (Figure 7) 
 
Littoral Scrub:  This type of vegetation lines almost the entire shore of the islands – both 
on the seaward side and lagoon side.  It is dominated by Scaevola taccada, which 
sometimes exceeds 10 m in height, but also contains scattered coconut trees, Guettarda 
speciosa and Pisonia grandis.  On the seaward side, it also contains Tournefortia 
argentea and Suriana maritima.  On the lagoon side, it may also be comprised of 
Lepturus repens, Triumfetta procumbens and Cyperus ligularis.   There are also large 
pockets of Barringtonia asiatica on the eastern edge of the lagoon near Minni Minni and 
the Plantation.  
 
Maintained:  These areas are found in developed areas such as buildings, antennae fields 
and wells.  They are regularly groomed and mowed. 
 
Mixed Native Forest:  This forest type has a diversity of canopy species with no tree 
species being dominant.   
 
Marshes:  The marshes were divided into three different types:  cattail (Typha 
domingensis), wetland and mixed species.  Cattail marshes were comprised of almost 
entirely cattails. These areas are often man-made reservoirs or drainages that have been 
almost entirely monotypic.  Wetlands (Figure 8), as described, were based upon 
vegetation that occurred in the area; these wetlands were not delineated.  Mixed species 
marshes (Figure 9a and 9b) were highly variable and usually had no standing water.  
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Additionally, the vegetation in these areas was a mix of typical wetland species and 
others. 
 

East, West and Middle Islands 
 

West Island 
The canopy of the small forest is Pisonia grandis with a few Cocos nucifera.  Pisonia 
grandis also is the predominant plant on the littoral edge, in lieu of the Scaevola taccada 
and a Tournefortia argentea hedge that is found on Middle and East Islands and the main 
island.  The rest of the littoral vegetation is Tournefortia argentea. The main forest is in 
the center of the island and also contains a large patch of Achyranthes aspera.  Other 
ground cover includes Portulaca oleracea, Cyperus ligularis, Stenotaphrum micranthum, 
Dactylocentium ctenoides, Boerhavia repens, Sida pusilla, and Lepturus repens.  No rats 
or coconut crabs were observed.  However, the ground had many ground nesting Brown 
Noddies (nests were seen with eggs). 
 
Middle Island 
Middle island is also a small island containing a large protected cove on the southern 
edge.   The canopy is predominantly Pisonia grandis, with scattered Cocos nucifera, 
several Guettarda speciosa, one Neisosperma oppositifolium and one Morinda citrifolia.  
The northern corner also has a patch of Cordia subcordata that also forms the littoral 
edge along the high tide line.  Other than the one area with Cordia subcordata, the littoral 
vegetation is predominantly Pisonia grandis and Scaevola taccada.  There are patches of 
Achyranthes aspera scattered throughout Middle Island. The main understory in the 
forest is Asplenium nidus and Cocos seedlings.  Other ground cover includes Pipturus 
argentea seedlings (no adult trees were found), Boerhavia repens, Cyperus ligularis, 
Stenotraphrum micranthum, Dactylocentium ctenoides, Sida pusilla, Ravina humilis, 
Portulaca oleracea, and Lepturus repens.       
 
East Island 
This, the largest of the three offshore islands, had the most species diversity and the most 
non-native species.  It also has the most topsoil and very large coconut crabs.  The 
canopy is comprised predominantly of Pisonia grandis and Cocos nucifera.  Other 
canopy trees include scattered Hernandia sonora, one Guettarda speciosa and scattered 
Neisosperma oppositifolium. The center of the forest also includes a large scattered patch 
of papaya (Carica papaya) trees.  The midstory contained Pipturus and Tournefortia 
argentea.   Scaevola taccada, Tournefortia argentea and Pisonia grandis make up the 
littoral edge.  Ground cover is comprised of Asplenium nidus, Portulaca oleracea, 
Cyperus ligularis, Stenotaphrum micranthum, Dactylocentium ctenoides, Boerhavia 
repens, Sida pusilla, Ravina humilis, and Lepturus repens.   Fimbristylis cymosa was 
only found on this island on the eastern coast.  Interestingly, no Achyranthes aspera were 
found on this island, however, this may be due to limited survey time spent on the island. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Overall, the vegetation was the same as was described in the 1995 NRMP.  The 
opportunity to survey the outer three islands provided substantial new information and a 
species list.  The survey team had limited time on the outer islands, however, the species 
list is thought to be fairly comprehensive. 
 
Cassytha filiformis (Figure 10) has been viewed as problematic on Diego Garcia since it 
is a parasitic species.  It is often seen covering Scaevola taccada and other native species, 
particularly near the shoreline.  However, this plant is native to this region and has 
occurred on species lists for Diego Garcia throughout the century.  In fact, on Okinawa it 
is considered rare enough to list on the Okinawa Prefecture Red-List for protection.  
While this plant is a part of the natural ecosystem, natural resources managers on Diego 
Garcia have noticed that in some areas along the shoreline, where Cassytha is thick, is 
has been shown to reduce plant cover to the point where coastal erosion is a concern.   In 
these instances, it is recommended that manual control be used to remove the Cassytha at 
an early stage in its development (e.g. before it is established and has killed its host).   It 
is not recommended to continue control of this native species island-wide. 
 
There are four invasive species for which control and eradication is strongly 
recommended:  1) tangan-tangan (Leucaena leucocephala), 2) mimosa (Mimosa invisa), 
3) Star of Bethlehem (Laurentia longiflora) and 4) coral berry (Ravina humilis) (Figure 
11).  Tangan-tangan is an invasive species that is found in many tropical islands 
including the Marianas and Hawaii.  It thrives in open canopy areas, particularly those 
that are disturbed by development or clearing.  If uncontrolled, this species can 
completely overtake all other species creating monotypic scrub.  It was found only in four 
relatively small areas (Pt. Marianne and adjacent to a parking lot south of the airport 
(Figure 12)) and is still in a controllable stage.   Additionally, it was surprising to see that 
pothos vine (Epipremnum pinnatum) was being cultivated outside of one of the Bachelors 
Officer Quarters near the Officer’s Club.  Pothos can be very invasive in tropical 
environments.  It should be eradicated before it escapes into the forest. 
 
In order to prevent new non-native species from becoming established on Diego Garcia, 
it is recommended that visitors and returning residents of the island be encouraged to 
clean their shoes before boarding the plane to the atoll.  In addition, the importation of 
cultivated plants should be closely monitored. 
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Table 1 
Species list for East, West and Middle islands offshore Diego Garcia 

 

 
Key: Islands: West = W, Middle = M, East = E 
 Status: Native = native, Non-native/invasive = X 
 
 

            SPECIES                        COMMON NAME      ISLAND (W, M, E) STATUS 

Achyranthes aspera  W, M N 
Asplenium nidus bird’s nest fern M, E N 
Boerhavia repens  W, M, E N 
Carica papaya papaya E X 
Cocos nucifera coconut W, M, E N? 
Cordia subcordata hau M N 
Cyperus liglaris  W, M, E X 
Dactylocentium ctenoides crowfoot grass W, M, E X 
Fimbristylis cymosa  E N 
Guettarda speciosa  M, E N 
Hernandia sonora lantern tree E N 
Lepturus repens  W, M, E N 
Morinda citrifolia noni, Indian mulberry M N 
Neisosperma oppositifolium  M, E N 
Pipturus argenteus  M, E N 
Pisonia grandis pisonia W, M, E N 
Portulaca oleracea purslane W, M, E X 
Ravina humilis coral berry E X 
Scaevola taccada scaevola M, E N 
Sida pusilla  W, M, E N 
Stenotaphrum micranthum  W, M, E N 
Tournefortia argentea beach heliotrope W, E N 
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Figure 1a: Cocos-Guettarda Forest on eastern side of island south of Plantation. 
 
 

 
Figure 1b:  Guettarda speciosa. 
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Figure 2: Cocos Forest near Canon Point.  Note Cocos seedlings on forest floor. 
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Figure 3: Cocos-Hernandia Forest on eastern side of island south of plantation. 
 

 
Figure 4: Hernandia Forest on Eastern side of island south of Plantation. 
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Figure 5: Premna shrubland in well area between antenna fields. 
 
 

 
Figure 6: Mixed Species Marsh near antenna fields. 
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Figure 6a: Mixed Species Marsh east of runway. 
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Figure 7: Wetland “B”.  Note that cattails are predominant vegetation. 
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Figure 8a:  Pisonia grandis at Barton Point.  Cocos nucifera and Scaevola taccada also in 
photo. 
 

 
Figure 8b: Pisonia grandis. 
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Figure 9: Intsia bijuga 
 
 

 
Figure 10:  Thick stand of Leucaena leucocephala at POL Drum Storage Area. Storage 
areas where materials have been imported, are often vectors for invasive species 
introductions. 
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Figure 11:  Cassytha filiformis 
 
 

 
Figure 12: Ravina humilis 
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                              LIST OF THE HIGHER PLANTS ON DIEGO GARCIA. 
                                   Source: Ecology of the Chagos Archipelago

FAMILY SCIENTIFIC NAME            COMMON NAME

                                           PTERIDOPHYTES( Fern Family and Fern Allies)

Adiantiaceae Pteris tripartita
Pteris vittata

Aspleniaceae Asplenium longissimum
Asplenium macrophyllum

Asplenium nidus bird's-nest fern
Psilotaceae Psilotum nudum psilotum

Thelypteridaceae Cyclorus interruptus marsh fern
Amphineuron opulentum

ANGIOSPERMAE
(Monocots)

Amaryllidaceae Allium sp. onion
"Amaryllis or Crinum asiaticum crinum lily

Maguey Family" Crinum latifolium
Hymenocaulis littoralis spider lily
Hippeastrum puniceum barbados lily
Scadoxus multiflorus blood lily
Zephyranthes rosea zephyr lily

Araceae Aglaonima commutatum
"Arum or Gabi Family" Alocasia macrorrhiza giant taro

Alocasia plumbea
Caladium bicolor caladium

Colocasia esculenta
Epipremnum pinnatum pothos

Philodendron sp. philodendron
Syngonium angustatum syngonium

Arecaceae Cocos nucifera coconut
"Palm family"

Commelinaceae Commelina benghalensis
"Spiderwort Family" Commelina diffusa diffuse day flower

Tradescantia zebrina wandering jew (green)
Rhoeo spathacea

Cyperaceae Cyperus compressus
"Sedge family" Cyperus difformis

Cyperus dubius
Cyperus eragrostis

Cyperus iria
Cyperus ligularis
Cyperus rotundus nut sedge

Cyperus sphacelatus
Cyperus surinamensis

Kyllinga brevifolia 
Kyllinga monocephala

Kyllinga memoralis
Kyllinga polyphylla Navua sedge

Eleocharis geniculata
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Fimbristylis cymosa
Pycreus polystachyos

Lemnaceae Lemna aequinoctialis duckweed
"Duckweed Family"

Poaceae Andropogon bicornis bur grass
"Grass Family" Bambusa bulgaris bamboo

pitted beard grass
Brachiara subquadripara

Cenchrus echinatus
Cynodon dactylon bermuda grass

Chloris barbata finger grass
Dactyloctenium ctenoides crowfoot grass
Dichanthium annulatum

Digitaria horizontalis Henry's crabgrass
Digitaria longiflora
Digitaria setigera
Eleusine indica goose grass

Eragrostis atrovineus
Eragrostis tenella var. insularis love grass

Eriochloa procera cup grass
Eustachys petraea

Leptochloa uninervia
Lepturus repens
Lolium perenne perennial rye grass
Melinis repens 

Panicum maximum Guinea grass
Paspalum mutans

Paspalum vaginatum knot grass
Pennisetum polystachyon feathery pennisetum

Schizachyrium condensatum
Sporobolus pyramidalis Indian dropseed
Sporobolus virginicus
Sorghum halepense Sudan sorghum

Stenotaphrum dimidiatum
Stenotaphrum micranthum stenotaphrum

Zea mays corn
Potamogetonaceae Thalassodendron ciliatum seagrass
"Pondweed Family"

Typhaceae Typha domingensis cattail
"Cattail Family"

ANGIOSPERMAE
(Dicots)

Acanthaceae Hemigraphis alternata metal leaf
"Acanthus family"

Amaranthaceae Achyranthes aspera var. velutina
"Amaranth family" Aerva lanata

Amaranthus viridis slender amaranth
Lagrezia micrantha

Lagrezia oligomeroides
Apiaceae Hydrocotyle bonariensis

"Carrot family"

Page 2



Apocynaceae Catharanthus roseus
"Dogbane family" Cerbera manghas

Neisosperma oppositifolia
Nerium oleander adelfa

Plumeria sp. frangipani or graveyard flower
Asclepiadaceae Asclepias curassavica milkweed

"Milkweed Family"
Asteraceae Bidens pilosa beggars tick

"sunflower family" Conyza Canadensis horseweed
Gaillardia pulchella gaillardia
Mikania micrantha mile-a-minute vine

Synedrella nodiflora nodeweed or synedrella
Wollastonia biflora beach sunflower

Barringtoniaceae Barringtonia asiatica fish-poison tree
"Barringtonia family"

Bignoniaceae Tabebuia pallida mayflower
"Jacaranda family"

Boraginaceae Argusia argentea tree heliotrope
"Heliotrope family" Cordia subcordata cordia

Heliotropium indicum
Heliotropium ovalifolium

Capparidaceae Cleome rutidosperma
"Caper Family" Cleome viscosa
Cassythaceae Cassytha filiformis dodder/cassytha

"Cassytha Family"
Casuarinaceae Casuarina equisitifolia ironwood

"Casuarina family"
Clusiaceae Calophyllum inophyllum true kamani

"Mangosteen family"
Combretaceae Lumnitzera racemosa

"Tropical-almond family" Terminalia catappa umbrella tree
Compositae Ageratum conyzoides

"Composite Family" Helianthus annuus sunflower
Eclipta prostata

Tagetes sp. marigold
Vernonia cinerea
Vernonia grandis

Zinnia elegans zinnia
Convolvulaceae Ipomoea aquatica water hyacinth

"Morning-glory family" Ipomoea batatas sweet potato
Ipomoea pes-tigridis
Ipomoea pes-caprae

Ipomoea triloba
Ipomoea macrantha

Crassulaceae Kalanchoe pinnata kalanchoe
"Stonecrop family"

Cruciferae Brassica sp. mustard
"Mustard Family"

Cucurbitaceae Cucumis melo
"Gourd family" Cucurbita moschata bitter melon

Luffa acutangula luffa
Euphorbiaceae Acalypha indica
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"Spurge family" Breynia disticha snow bush
Codiaeum variegatum croton

Croton hirtus croton
Euphorbia cyatophora wild poinsettia
Euphorbia heterophylla

Euphorbia hirta
Euphorbia hypericifolia

Euphorbia prostata
Pedilanthus tithymaloides slipper flower

Phyllanthus amarus
Phyllanthus maderaspatensis

Phyllanthus urinaria
Ricinus communis castor oil plant

Fabaceae Albizia lebbeck siris tree
"Pea Family" Alysicarpus ovalifolius

Alysicarpus vaginalis alysicarpus
Caesalpinia bonduc gray nickers
Canavalia cathartica St. Thomas bean

Calopogonium mucunoides mongo
Crotolaria pallida rattlepod

Delonix regia fire tree
Desmodium triflorum

Erythrina variegata var. orientalis coral tree
Indigofera hirsuta camantigue

Intsia bijuga ifil
Leucaena leucocephala wild tamarind

Macroptilium lathyroides cowpea or phasey bean
Mimosa pudica dwarf sensitive plant

Pithecellobium saman monkey pod
Pithecellobium unguis-cati manila tamarind

Senna occidentalis coffee senna
Sesbania bispinosa
Sesbania grandiflora sesban/katuray
Tamarindus indica tamarind

Vigna marina string bean
Goodeniaceae Scaevola taccada scaevola

"Scaevola Family"
Hernandiaceae Gyrocarpus americanus

"Hernandia family" Hernandia sonora chinese-lantern tree
Lobeliaceae Laurentia longiflora
Lythraceae Pemphis acidula pemphis

"Loosestrife family"
Malvaceae Abutilon indicum

"Mallow family" Gossypium hirsutum polynesian cotton
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis hibiscus/gumamela

Hibiscus tiliaceus beach hibiscus
Malvastrum coromandelianum false mallow

Sida acuta broomweed
Sida pusilla

Mimosoideae Enterolobium cyclocarpum
"Bean Family"
Moringaceae Moringa oleifera moringa\malunggay
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"Moringa Family"
Moraceae Artocarpus altilis breadfruit

"Mulberry family" Indian banyan
Ficus religiosa sacred banyan

Ficus sp. banyan
Merus alba mulberry

Nyctaginaceae Boerhavia repens
"Four-o'clock family" Bougainvillea spectabilis bougainvillea

Mirabilis jalapa four-o'clock
Pisonia grandis pisonia

Olacaceae Ximenia americana
"Olax Family"
Oxalidaceae Averrhoa bilimbi bilimbi

Wood-sorrel family"
Papilionatae Aeschynomene americana var.

"Bean Family" glandulosa
Passifloracea Passiflora suberosa passion fruit

"Passion fruit family"
Phytolaccaceae Rivina humilis coral berry

"Pokeweed family"
Piperaceae Peperomia sp. peperomia

"Pepper Family"
Plantaginaceae Plantago major common plantain

"Plantain family"
Portulacaceae

"Purselane family" Portulaca olaracea purselane
Rubiaceae Dentella repens buttonweed

"Coffee family" Ixora coccinea red suntan
Guettarda speciosa guettarda

Morinda citrifolia noni plant
Oldenlandia corymbosa

Pentas lanceolata pentas
Spermacoce assurgens

Spermacoce hispida
Rutaceae Citrus aurantifolia lime

"Citrus family" Citrus aurantium kahel
Citrus limon lemon

Triphasia trifolia
Sapotaceae Manilkara zapota

"Chico Family" Mimusops coriacea chico
Scrophulariaceae Bacopa monnieri bacopa

Buchinera hispida floridanus
Bulbostylis puberula

Mecardonia procumbens
Scoparia dulcis
Striga asiatica

Solanaceae Capsicum annuum christmas/ornamental pepper
"Nightshade family" Capsicum frutescens red pepper

Lycopersicon esculentum tomato
Solanum anguivii

Solanum melongena eggplant
Solanum nigrum black nightshade
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Solanum tuberosum potato
Sterculiaceae Melochia pyramidata

"Cacao family" Waltheria indica
Surianaceae Suriana maritima suriana

"Suriana family"
Tiliaceae Corchorus aestuans

"Linden family" Triumfetta procumbens
Turneraceae Turnera ulminofolia yellow alder
Umbelliferae Centella asiatica

"Parsely or Anis Family" 
Urticaceae Pilea microphylla rockweed

"Nettle family"
Verbenaceae Lippia nodiflora

"Verbena family" Lantana camara lantana
Premna obtusifolia premna

Stachytarpheta jamaicensis Jamaica vervain
Stachytarpheta utricifolia blue rat's tail

CULTIVATED PLANTS

CONIFERS (GYMNOSPERMAE)

Araliaceae Polyscias sp. panax
"Ginseng family"

Aracauriaceae Araucaria columnaris Cook pine
Araucaria heterophylla Norfolk pine

Cupressaeceae Thuja orientalis oriental arbovitae
ANGIOSPERMAE

MONOCOTS
Amaryllidaeceae Allium sp. onion

"Amaryllis Family" Crinum asiaticum crinum lily
Crinum latifolium

Hymenocaulis littoralis spider lily
Hippeastrum puniceum barbados lily
Scadoxus multiflorus blood lily
Zephyranthes rosea zephyr lily

Araceae Aglaonima commutatum
"Arum or Gabi Family" Alocasia macrorrhiza giant taro

Alocasia plumbea
Caladium bicolor caladium

Colocasia esculenta
Epipremnum pinnatum pothos

Philodendron sp. philodendron
Syngonium angustatum syngonium

Aracaceae Hyphaene
Phoenix sp. date palm

Roystonia regia
Veitchia (Adonida) merrillii Manila palm

Commelinaceae Commelina benghalensis
"Spiderwort Family" Commelina diffusa diffuse day flower

Tradescantia zebrina wandering jew (green)
Rhoeo spathacea

Dioscoreaceae Dioscora sp. bitter yam
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Liliaceae Asparagus plumosus asparagus fern
Chlorophytum comosum

Cordyline fruticosa wild ti
Dracaena fragrans dracaena

Dracaena marginata dracaena
Sansevieria trifasciata snake plant

Musaceae Musa sapientum banana
"Banana family"

Orchidaceae Vanilla planifolia vanilla
Pandanaceae Pandanus tectorius screw pine

"Pandanus family"
Poaceae Bambusa vulgaris bamboo

Zea mays corn
Zingiberaceae Zingiber spectabile ginger

"Ginger Family"
ANGIOSPERMAE

DICOTS
Acanthaceae Hemigraphis alternata metal leaf

"Acanthus family"
Anacardiaceae Mangifera indica mango
"Mango family"

Apiaceae Hydrocotyle bonariensis
"Carrot family"
Apocynaceae Catharanthus roseus periwinkle

Nerium oleander adelfa
Plumeria rubra frangipani/graveyard flower

Araliaceae Polyscias sp. panax
Asteraceae Gaillardia pulchella gaillardia

"sunflower family" Helianthus annuus sunflower
Tagetes sp. marigold
Zinnia sp. Zinnia

Balsaminaceae Impatiens balsamina balsam
Bignoniaceae Tabebuia pallida mayflower
Bombaceae Ceiba pentandra kapok
Caricaceae Carica papaya papaya

Convolvulacea Ipomoea batatas sweet potato
Cruciferae Brassica sp. mustard

Cucurbitaceae Cucurbita moschata bitter melon
Luffa acutangula luffa

Euphorbiaceae Breynia disticha snow bush
Codiaeum variegatum croton

Pedilanthus tithymaloides slipper flower
Fabaceae Albizia lebbeck siris tree

"Pea Family" Calopogonium mucunoides mongo
Delonix regia fire tree

Erythrina variegata var. orientalis coral tree
Indigofera hirsuta camantigue

Pithecellobium saman monkey pod
Pithecellobium unguis-cati manila tamarind

Sesbania grandiflora sesban/katuray
Tamarindus indica tamarind

Vigna marina string bean
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Gesneriaceae Saint paulia sp. african violets
Episcia cupreata episcia

Lauraceae Persea americana avocado
Malvaceae Abutilon indicum

"Mallow family" Gossypium hirsutum polynesian cotton
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis hibiscus/gumamela

Malvastrum coromandelianum false mallow
Moringaceae Moringa oleifera moringa\malunggay

Myrtaceae Eugenia javanica macopa
"Myrtle family" Psidium guajava guava

Moraceae Artocarpus altilis breadfruit
"Mulberry family" Ficus benghalensis Indian banyan

Ficus religiosa sacred banyan
Ficus sp. banyan

Merus alba mulberry
Nyctaginaceae Bougainvillea spectabilis bougainvillea

"Four-o'clock family" Mirabilis jalapa four-o'clock
Oxalidaceae Averrhoa bilimbi bilimbi

Wood-sorrel family"
Piperaceae Peperomia sp. peperomia

"Pepper Family"
Rubiaceae Ixora coccinea red suntan

"Coffee family" Pentas lanceolata pentas
Rutaceae Citrus aurantifolia lime

"Citrus family" Citrus aurantium kahel
Citrus limon lemon

Triphasia trifolia
Sapotaceae Mimusops coriacea monkey apple

"Chico Family" Achras sapota chico
Solanaceae Capsicum annuum christmas/ornamental pepper

"Nightshade family" Capsicum frutescens red pepper
Lycopersicon esculentum tomato

Solanum melongena eggplant
Solanum tuberosum potato

Turneraceae Turnera ulminofolia yellow alder
Urticaceae Pilea depressa baby's tears
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